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Abstract 
 
 
The socio-religious regulations of Leviticus offer little-explored 

perspectives from which to reflect on the relationship between humanity and the 
non-human creation. The cosmological framework upon which the worldview 
expressed in Leviticus is constructed places humanity at the fragile interface 
between creation (order) and chaos (destruction), ever struggling to discern, 
define and delineate the sacred and the profane. 

Several texts in Leviticus portray the land as an active character; capable 
of vomiting, resting and maintaining a ritualistically demanding relationship 
with God. Not only does the land appear to have a distinct relationship with 
YHWH, but in fact that relationship predates YHWH’s commitment to Israel. 
When the people sin, they risk not only the retreat of YHWH’s presence from the 
sanctuary, but also the land ejecting them in order that it might fulfill its ritual 
obligations. 

Each member of the community is responsible for maintaining the well-
being of the lived-in world as expressed through obedience to teachings 
concerning the body, the social group, and cultic behaviour. Within this system, 
the manifested symbols of created order are those essential elements which 
enable the sustenance of the whole community: the people, the land, its 
vegetation and its animals.  

Responsible human care for this divinely-established ecology is thus 
ingrained in, and carefully detailed through, the regulations in Leviticus. 
Important examples include prescriptions for a sabbatical year for the land to rest 
and to restore its fertility; the Sabbath day as a space of economic disruption and 
regeneration; agricultural festivals as cultic boundaries of the life of the 
community; and dietary and cultic laws regulating the killing of animals for 
humans (as food) or for God (as sacrifice). Disobedience, or sin, renders both the 
human community, and the land upon which it lives, polluted and unclean.  

A particularly significant measure of controlling or cleansing the resulting 
pollution, of both the community and the land, is animal sacrifice – the killing of 
a perfect animal for God has the potential to restore the delicate balance between 
chaos and creation. Given these observations, Leviticus' conceptions of the land, 
animal sacrifice and ritualized rest can be perceived as a fruitful biblical locus of 
reflection from which to engage contemporary ecological ethics and praxis. 



 3 

Acknowledgments 
 
 
I am immensely grateful to everyone who has helped me in a small or great way on the 
precarious journey that has been writing this thesis. 
 
First, foremost and overwhelming thanks go to my supervisor, Francesca 
Stavrakopoulou, without whose endless patience, expert counsel, affirming 
encouragement of and unshakable faith in me, I would in no way have got this far. 
 
Dave Horrell and Chris Southgate who generously gave me so much time, energy, 
wisdom and support, and Cherryl Hunt and Dom Coad who, in combination with the 
above, made up a thoroughly lovely group of people to think, discuss, debate, eat, drink 
and be merry with. Thanks are also due to Carrie, Cate and Emily Horrell and Richmond 
Hunt for their regular hospitality (and patience). 
 
All my colleagues in the Department of Theology and Religion, past and present, for 
each helping to make it such a collegial and pleasant atmosphere in which to learn, think 
and share and for putting up with our endless ecological seminars: Tim Gorringe, Mark 
Wynn, Rachel Muers, Mike Higton, David Grumett, Esther Reed, Don Murray, Louise 
Lawrence, Adrian Thatcher, Alastair Logan, Siam Bhayro and Mary Macneill. 
 
Special thanks to Morwenna, Piers, Lydia and Eva Ludlow who so generously and 
thoughtfully invited us to and hosted us in Princeton, for what was a really enjoyable 
and useful trip. Thanks also to Kate Skrebutenas who welcomed and accommodated us 
so kindly at the PTS Library. 
 
Eddie Adams, John Barton, John Rogerson and Stephen Barton who served as the UBEE 
project’s external advisory team and gave up their valuable time to guide us, made our 
annual colloquia really stimulating and enjoyable events and were always generous in 
their encouragement and light-handed in their advice. A special note of thanks to John 
and Rosalind Rogerson for their very generous hospitality in Sheffield on more than one 
occasion, and to John for his detailed and helpful engagement with my work. 
 
Philip Jenson, Hugh Pyper, David Clough, Harry Maier, Elaine Wainwright, Ellen Davis, 
Gerald Downing, John Milbank, Anne Elvey, Edward Echlin and Ched Myers who have 
all taken the time to encourage me in my work. 
 
John Hughes, Brutus Green, Kirsty Mitchell and Siân Hanson who, as well as being loving 
and supportive friends, provided me with accommodation during various research trips and 
conferences. 
 
Hayley and Nigel Fox and Drew Worthley, for love and support above and beyond. 
 
Finally, Susannah Cornwall, to whom the debt of gratitude I owe simply cannot be measured. 
I love you. 



 4 

Contents 
 
Title page           1 
Abstract           2 
Acknowledgements          3 
Contents                                                                                                                                4          4 
Introduction 
 Why Read Ecologically?         5 
 Why Read Leviticus?         12 
 Towards a Hermeneutic of Strangeness       15 
 Organization & Imagination        23 
I. Remember the Land: Cosmos, Cult, Cleansing & Covenant 
 Introduction         29 
 The Lay of The Land        31 

Grounding Land: Cosmology, Anthropology & Boundary   40 
Locating Land: ‘History’ & Hermeneutics     47 
(Re)Conceiving Land: Possession? Pledge? Person?    62 
Conclusions         86 

II. Lambs to the Slaughter: The Function, Meaning & Ecology of Sacrifice 
 Preface          89 
 Introduction         91 
 Humility & Ḥāmās        95 
 The Sacrificial System & the Sin Offering      113 
 “As a Sheep Before Her Shearers is Dumb”     120 
 Purification, Slaughter & the Second Goat     126 
 Conclusions         138 
III. “Six Days Shall Work Be Done”: Sabbath Ecology & the Economics of Rest 
 Introduction         143 
 Household or Boundless World?      145 
 Sabbath, Creation & Boundary       158 
 Sabbath as Pattern        170 
 Sabbath, Plenty & Self-Denial       184 
 Sabbath, Food & Redemption       204 
 Conclusions         221 
Conclusions           226 
Works Cited           234 


	Title Page
	Abstract
	Acknowledgments
	Contents

