
Appendix 1: Summary of careers of lieutenants commissioned in 1744 for whom 

at least date of death is known. 

 

Key: L=Lieutenant; CR=Master and Commander; C=Captain; CM=Commodore; AD=Admiral 

Chart 1  Acton – Goostrey 

 

1 Acton, John  

2 Aikenhead, John  

3 Allan, James  

4 Bagster, John  

5 Baker, James 

6 Balfour, James 

7 Barker, Thomas  

8 Bastard, John  

9 Bateman, Hon William 

10 Beamish, Willliam  

11 Binks, William  

12 Bover, John 

13 Bridges, John 

14 Bryant, George 

15 Brydges, Richard 

16 Burges, Michael 

17 Burnett, Thomas 

18 Byng, Henry 

19 Candler, John 

20 Carey, John 

21 Carteret, Peter 

22 Carteret, Richard 

23 Cary, John 

24 Chaplen, James 

25 Christian, Edward 

26 Clark, Edward 

27 Claus, Charles 

28 Clements, Richard 

29 Coles, Christopher 

30 Compton, Thomas 

31 Coode, Nicholas 

32 Cormack, John 

33 Cowell. Henry 

34 Cragg, William 

35 Cuningham, Thomas 

36 Cunningham, James 

37 Davies, Walter 

38 Davis, Nathaniel 

39 Driver, William 

40 Drummond, Patrick 

41 Dubois, Henry Richard 

42 Dumaresq, William 

43Dundas, Robert 

44 Edwards, Owen 

45 Everitt, Michael 

46 Farmar, Robert 

47 Fortescue, John 

48 Fortye, Anthony 

49 French, Wildy 

50 Furneaux, James 

51 Gambier, James 

52 Gardner, James 

53 Gayton, George 

54 Gillis, John 

55 Goostrey, William 
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Appendix 1: Summary of careers of lieutenants commissioned in 1744 for whom 

at least date of death is known. 

 

Key: L=Lieutenant; CR=Master and Commander; C=Captain; CM=Commodore; AD=Admiral; 

SCR= Superannuated Commander; SRA= Superannuated Rear Admiral 

 

Chart 2 Gordon – Worth 

 
 

1  Gordon, John 

2 Gough, William 

3 Grant, Charles Cathcart 

4 Ham, Edward 

5 Hamilton, William 

6 Hammond, Thomas 

7 Harris, William 

8 Haswell, Robert 

9 Haven, Arthur 

10 Hinde, Richard 

11 Hodges, John 

12 Hollwall, John 

13 Hoy, Isaac 

14 Hyde, Frederick 

15 Irvine, Alexander 

16 Johnston, James 

17 Jones, James 

18 Jones, Thomas 

19 Kearny, Michael 

20 Keppel, Augustus 

21 Kennedy, Archibald 

22 Kirkpatrick, James 

23 Kyrby, Richard 

24 Laing, Andrew 

25 Langdon, William 

26 Lind, John 

27 Lloyd, William 

28 Mackenzie, James 

29 Manley, Richard 

30 Martin, John 

31 Mathias, John 

32 Meldrum, William 

33 Milbank, Mark 

34 Moon, William 

35 Morrett, Benjamin 

36 Moutray, John 

37 Osborne, Francis 

38 Pascoe, Richard 

39 Peard, George 

40 Richards, Francis 

41 Saumarez, Thomas 

42 Shackerly, William 

43 Skene, Alexander 

44 Stuteville, Charles 

45 Taaff, John 

46 Thompson, Samuel 

47 Thornbrough, Edward 

48 Tilliard, Robert 

49 Vincent, Nicholas 

50 Wallis, Mathew 

51 Walsh, John 

52 Webber, Charles 

53 Williamson, William 

54 Worth, James 
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Appendix 1: Summary of careers of men first commissioned in 1744 

All data is taken from Syrett, Commissioned Sea Officers.  

In 1744 first commissions were awarded to129 lieutenants.  Of these men twenty one (16.3 

per cent) are not mentioned again in Syrett, which means that not even the dates of their 

deaths are known.  The charts above record the careers of the 108 men for whom at least a 

date of death is known.   

In each case the years spent at each level of promotion have been counted and rounded up or 

down as necessary.  In Chart 1, Lieutenant No 1 (John Acton) lived only two years after he 

was commissioned, whereas Lieutenant No 17 (Thomas Burnett) was 12 years as lieutenant 

before spending a year as master and commander and then the rest of his life as a captain.  In 

Chart 2 No 21 (Archibald Kennedy) is also a member of the 1757 cohort studied in this 

thesis. 

A date of death is recorded without any further promotion for 44 men (34.1 per cent). Some 

of these died almost immediately: one the next year, four within two years. Of the remaining 

64 only 50 (38.7 per cent) were promoted to master and commander.  The vital promotion to 

post captain was only achieved by 35 men (27.1 per cent).  Finally seven men (5.4 per cent) 

became Admirals: James Gambier, George Clayton, Augustus Keppel, William Lloyd, Mark 

Milbank, Nicholas Vincent and Charles Webber. 

At the other end of the scale there were those such as Henry Byng (No 18 in Chart 1) who 

was superannuated as a Commander in 1796 and died in 1812, 68 years after being 

commissioned.  Others served more than 30 years: Wildy French (No 49 in Chart 1) died in 

1791, after 47 years as lieutenant; James Furneaux (No 50 in Chart 1) and Isaac Hoy (No 13 

in Chart 20 in 1783 after 39 years; William Cragg (No 34 in Chart 1) died in 1777 after 33 

years as a lieutenant. Of the men who were not made post, the average time served was 25 

years.  

The extensive research in the half pay records which would be needed to establish how many 

active years each served has not been done, so the length of time on half pay has not been 

entered onto the charts.  From the experience gained in following Thomas Burnett and his 

peers it is clear that a proportion of the years between first commission and independent 

command would have been spent on half pay during the years of peace.   

The fact that this 1744 cohort produced thirty five post captains and seven admirals provides 

reassurance that concentrating on the second 1757 cohort of thirty five men who produced six 

admirals is statistically sound. 

 

 

 


