
Landscapes in tansition: the Iater
Roman and ear$ medieval periods

ABSTRACT

In recent decades new ligbt bas been cast upon tbe
impact of tbe Anglo-Saxons in England..
Tltis cbapter examines tbe concept of continuity
and discontinuity tbrougb tbe use of
documentary, place-n6tme, arcbaeological and
palaeoenuironmental data integrated witb
euidence from tbe landscape itself.
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INTRODUCTION

It has long been argued that the ending of Roman
author i ty  over  Br i ta in  was assoc ia ted  w i th
profound changes in the landscape, wi th a
complex urban hierarchy and civilised countryside
of villa-estates being replaced by derelict towns
and regenerated woodland. The native population
- Gildas''wretched suryivors' (rVinterbo ttom 797 8,
)OCV.l) - were forced westwards by the Anglo-
Saxon newcomers ,  who then c leared  tha t
woodland and created open fields and nucleated
v i l lages  (e .g .Hosk ins  1955) .  However ,  th is
traditional view was based upon three very weak
strands of evidence: an exceedingly sketchy
documentary record, the interpretation of place-
name and linguistic evidence, and avery restricted
ran5ae of archaeological material, notably grave
goods from cemetery excavations. The scholarly
philosophy was also highly unsatisfactory as the
archaeological  evidence was used simply to
slrpport a documentary-based history of the period
dominated by invasion, conquest,  k ingdom
formation and certain legendary (or mythical?)
heroic figures (e.g. Myres 1986; and see Garwood
1989).

One of the major achievements of landscape
archaeology since the I970s has been to first
challenge, and then reject this traditional model.
The result was that a paradigm of discontinuity
came to be replaced by one of  overr id ing
continuity, leading to a certain division in outlook
between scholars whose main focus was Anglo-
Saxon cemeteries, settlements and material culture,
who still viewed the post-Roman period as one of

mass folk migration, and those revisionists who
argued simply for a political take-over of the native
population and their landscape by a new warrior
6lite. \fhat this paper hopes to show is that
through the careful integration of a wide range of
evidence, it appears that the transition from Roman
Britain to Saxon England was in practice a complex
combination of these fwo processes.

In te rd isc ip l inary  s tudy  is  the  k "y  to
understanding this difficult period, and this paper
will focus on the contribution that landscape
studies have made. Firstly, it will be shown how
large-scale fieldwork forced traditional views of
the late Roman period to be reviewed, and how
various strands of evidence were used to postulate
that many aspects of the Romano-British landscape
survived into the medieval period. Attention will
then turn to a cr i t ical  assessment of  what
'continuity' actually means in the context of rural
landscapes, which leads to a consideration of two
cr i t ical  issues: what happened to the nat ive
Romano-British communities, and, in southern and
eastern England, what were the relationships
between native and immigrant populations at a
site, local and regional level? Attention will then
focus on the wider landscape, with particular
emphasis on palaeoenvironmental evidence for
any changing patterns of land use.

CHANGING VIE\TS OF THE LATE- AND POST-
ROMAN LANDSCAPE

The 1960s and 7970s saw a profound change in
our understanding of the late Roman period, as
new techn iques  tha t  were  to  become the
foundations of landscape archaeology - aerial
photography, fieldwalking, open area excavations,
and, palaeoenvironmental analysis - started to
o c c u r  o n  a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  T h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e
t rans formed our  unders tand ing  o f  the  la te
Romano-British landscape. It was realised that the
landscape of Roman Britain was more densely
populated than previously thought, expanding
from Collingwood and Myres' (7937, p. 180) c. 1
million, to Salway's (1981 , p.544) 4-6 mlllion (and
see Mi l let t  7990, pp. 131-6).  Al though some
scholars see a relatively simple, two-fold division
in the Romano-British landscape (along similar
Iines to traditional upland/lowland or mllitary/
civilian divide: e.g. Dark & Dark 1997), it is
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increasingly possible to recognise that regional

variution in ecctnt>mic systems ancl sclcial strttctr-tres

c rcc l r r r cc l  a t  J  m l t ch  more  l oca l  sca le .  The

cotrntrysiclc <>f Rcttnan l lr i tain wls t t  coniplex

rnos:r ic wit l ' r ,  fc>r example, certain l l rces of even

the south-cust  lack ing a s t rongly  v i l l : r - l rasec l

lanclscapc (e.g. Fig. 4.1; ancl see Hinglcy 1989;

J<rnes & Mat t ing ly  1990;  Mi l le t t  1990,  pp.  r97-207) .

T1-ris region:rl variation in settlement strttcture was

part icularly pronouncecl by the fourth centLlry

wl - ren,  for  cxarnp le ,  thc  Cotswolc l  lanc lscape

arouncl Cirencester. witl-r its high clensity of palatial

vi l las, social ly ancl econornical ly art icnlat ing with
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Ir ig. r .  1rr .  
' f  

he cl ist l i l l r-r t ior- l

of high stxtLls l lotrtr t t- t t t-

l l r i t is lr  sett lcnrent in Esser.

shou. ing i ts nrarkccl bias

t o u r r r c l s  t l r c  r - r o l t h  a n c l

s 'es t  (e f i c r  ( io ing  1996) .

S r r c l t  l . t : t l  r  l t l ' i : t t i o t t s  i n

l l tnc lscupe s t r t l ( ' t t l r c  c l l l t

l re  secn th loL tghout  t l t c

c ( ) u n t f ) , ' s i ( l t '  O f  I t < t t r t a n

1 i ' i tu in .

F i g .  + . 1 b :  T h c  c l i s t r i l > t r t i o n

of ' l , lar lr . ,  Suxon' rtreterial

i n  I r s s e x  ( u f t c r  ' l ' v l c r

1996) .  Thcrc  i s  r t  t t ta rkec l

c o n c e n t r l t t i ( ) l t  i t - t  t h e

sor-rth ancl east. r .r ' l t ich is

per - t i cLr lu r ly '  c lc l l  r ' ' ' ' he r - t

o r - r l t '  f i f th -cc t - i t r . t t ' v  s i t cs

ru lc  c 'ons ic lc rcc l  (  c '1 .  the

cl istr i l . tr-rt ion of l l<tt tutt-to-

l l r i t ish r, ' i l lus rtncl to\\ 'ns ln

F i g  l u ) .

a flor-rrisl-ring lrrban ccntre. wlls vt:ly clif'fbrent tcr

the Essex ancl Strf folk claylancls rvhere a few

main ly  hr - r rn l t le  v i l las  c<>r- r lc l  l le  for - rnc l  in  ' r

l : rnc lsc : rpe in  wl i ic l - r  l to th  l t r l l : . tn  anc l  r t t ra l

settlements were in clecline, ancl fielcls werc going

out of use (see below; ancl sce Rippon in press,

chs 5-6) .
The traditional moclel. that nttcleatecl medieval

vi l lages had their origins in the carly Anglo-Saxon

colonisation, wits sirnilarly not sLlpportecl by the

growing evidencc frou large-scale sttrvey and

cxcavation. Vork on desertccl rneclieval villages

was fhilinla to recover eviclence for prc-ninth/tenth
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c e n t L l r y  ( ) c c L l p a t i o n  ( ) f  L r  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r
(e,.g. Wh2rrni ln Percey, Yorkshire: Beresforcl &
Hurst 1990; Milne & Richarcls 7992), and where
earlier scttlemcnts were cxcavated elsewhere they
lackecl the size and rcgulari ty of mecl ieval vi l lages
(c.g. Mucking, Essex: Hamerow 1,993; V/est Stow,
Suff i>lk: \ f lcst 1985). Fielclwalking sr_rpported the
er . , ic lence f rc tm excavat ion in  s t rggest ing that
sctt lentents assctciatecl w.i th f i f t l i -  to seventh-
ccntrlry p()ttery fomecl a 1-righly cli.spersecl pa.ttern
wl - r ic l - r  sho 'nvec l  a  re la t ivc ly  h igh c legree of
mobil i ty (Arnolcl & Warcl le 1981; Hoclge.s 1989;
cl.  Hanrcror,v 1991). In t l-re Midlancls and North-
east ,  t l i i s  c : l l re  to  l - re  rep laccc l  by  nuc leated
v i l l ages  : l r ounc l  t he  enc l  o f  t he  m i l l enn i r_ rm
(e.g.  I3 t rck inghamshi re :  Crof t  & Mynard 791)3,
p p  1 5 - 1 8 ;  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e :  F o a r d  I 9 7 8 ;
B rc rwn  &  Foa rc l  7998 ;  Ha l l  &  Mar t i n  7979 :
Hall  i988; Lewis et ct l .  7997: Somerset: Asron &
Gerrarcl 7999; Rippon 1.997, pp. 159-6r, while
cloclrmentary eviclence in tl-re form of charters also
sLrggcstecl a late f irst r"r-r i l lennium e.n. dzrte for
vi l lage crcati()n in arcas such as the West Midlancls
(e .g .  Hookc  1985 ) .

As the origin of nreclieval vill:rges shificd tcr
t l - r c  enc l  o f  t he  n - r i l l enn ium,  a r chaeo log i s t s
incrcasingly arguecl lbr landscape continlt i ty at
tl-re encl of the Roman periocl. The iclea that thc
native p<tpulat ic)n wlrs wipecl or_rt by plaglre was
clisrnissccl (Toclcl 1977). A nlrrllter c>f imoortant
s t t rc l ies  suggcstec l  t l ' ra t  es t : l tes  cont in i rcc l  t ( )
f r rnc t ic rn .  F inbcrg 's  ( I95,  semina l  h is tory  o f
Withington in Glor- lccstershire lecl to a number of
othcr str-rclies which postulatecl continuity in estate
st ructure l tasec l  on the rc la t ionsh ip  between
Rom: ln  v i l l as ,  mec l i eva l  chu rches  and  es ta te
botrnclarics clcscriltccl in early medieval chartcrs
(e .g  Fow le r  7975 ) .  I 3onney  (197D used  the
rclat ionsl i ip l tctwecn pagan br-rr ials and parish
bounclarics in \Tessex to postr.rlate that tl're latter
werc l>asccl up()n earl ier cstates (Ll_rt see Goodier
198,i).  whi lc Leech (1982) observecl rhat rhe early
Rornan 'Fosse.Vay' 

road in Sornerset appeared to
ctrt  acrctss rr nuntber of parish bounclaries, once
aga in  suggcs t i ng  t hey  we re  < t f  cons i c l e rab le
ant iq t r i ty .  On a larger  sc ;1 le ,  s ( )n le  have even
strggestecl that the terr i tctr ia assctciatecl with
Rorn:rno-tsritish towns sur"vivecl into the rnedieval
p c r i < t c l  2 l s  a c l n t i n i s t r a t i v e  n n i t s  ( e . g , .  G r e a t
Chesterforcl in Essex: Bassett 1989b, p.25; Verlucio
in \Ti l tshire: Haslarn 1984, p 103). Wirh Jones'
(7979) iclenti f lcat ion of mr-r l t iple csrates (btrt  see
Gregson 19t35; Jones 19U5), :rnd l)avies' (1979)
work on the Llanclaff charters in south-east Vales.
continnity in estate l toundaries appears to have
occurrecl 2lcross much of Bri tain (and see Rassett
7997,  p .  36;  Rasser t  19U9b,  pp.  18-19) .

For thc ltounclarics of an estate to have sr_rrvived
imp l i es  t ha t  i t  con t i nL lec l  t o  f l r nc t i on  as  an
agricr-r l tural l rnit ,  and i f  this was the case then f ield
systcms shonlcl sinri la.r ly have remained in use.
Thctugh Tayl<>r ancl Fowler (1978) notecl a nurnber
of instances where Romano-Brit ish ditches appear

to have bcen succeeclecl lty tl-re heacllancls of open
flclcls, the large-scale replanning of these Micl lancl
landscapes frctm arouncl the ninth/tenth ccnturies
means that eviclence for any continLri ty :r t  the encl
of the Roman periocl wi l l  have been largely swept
away (e.g. Brown & Ford 199f1, f ig. 1,1). However,
extensive areas outsicle the Micllancls nevcr sa\\r
this l :r ter lanclscape transfctrn-rat ion, and as slrch
have greatcr potential for lanclscape continuity.

In are: ls such as Esser. largc-scale excavations
in aclvance of gravel extract i<)n are revealing latcr
preh is tor ic  anc l  Romano-Rr i t ish  f ie lc l  systems
wl-r ich, althor-rgh part ly abanckrnccl (ancl now.
showing Llp as crop-n-rarks), appear to f ir l lon
the genera l  or ienta t ion <t f  t l - rc  mcc l ier , 'a l  anc l
l : . r ter  lanc lscape (e .g .  S lc t t rgh Housc Farrn  and
C h i g b o r o u g h  n e a r  H e y b r i c l g c :  W a l l i s  &
W:rughman 1998). Incleecl,  Lrreas of East Anglia
(Basset t  7982;  Rippon 199I ;  Roc lwel l  I97g:
Roc lwe l l  &  Rodwe l l  1985 ;  W i l l i an - r son  1987 ,
cf, Hinton 7997; ancl Wil l i . r l lson 1998) (Fig , i .2)
anc l  the Mic l lanc ls  (Basset t  1985,  I99O) have
cx tens i ve  co - l l x i a l  f i e l c l - l t ounc la r v  o l r t t e rns
preservecl within the historic lunclscepc wl-r icl ' r  in
: l  nlrmlter ctf  places appear t() pre-clate Rctman
rr>acls. or be Roman in datc. Grcat czrre rnnst lre
taken in the interpret:itictn of strch eviclence as
abanclonecl fielcl ltor-rncl:rries can be re-usecl in l:rter
pcriods, as appears to hi lvc l tecn thc case arolrncl
the fringes of Dartltto()r, r.vherc parts c>f :r reavc
system were incorporatecl into the rneclicval fielcl
pat tern (e .g .  F leming 1988,  pp.  28-9,  f ig .  30) .
However, i t  is unl ikcly that cxtensive areas of
lanclscape such as the Scole-Dicklelrtrrgh system
in Norfolk, whicl-r extencls fc>r some 14 km. rvor,rld
have been restorecl hacl i t  g()nc t<ttal ly out of nse
and been cnvelopecl lty rvoocllancl. Rather, fbr
these lanclscapes t<t have snrvivecl (al l tei t  in a
much alterecl form) irnplies that the 2lree rcmuinecl
in sor-ne sort of agricr.rltural use thr<tughout their
existence.

Whilst many archaeologists have increasingly
b e e n  s e e i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  p c > s t - R o m a n
l:rnclscape, linguists ancl place-n2l1ne scholars have
retainecl zr more traclitionul r.'iew in arguing tl-rat a
m2rss folk rr-rigration is the only way of explaining
why Engl ish carne to  c l< tminatc  bct th  spoken
langr-rage' ancl how features in the lanclscape lrre
n;rmecl. In asking'why uren't  we speaking \Welsh',

Ge l l i ng  asse r t s  t ha t  ' a  ncw  l ang t rage  m igh t
conceivaltly be acloptecl in cleference to a new
nrl ing class, l tut the re-naming ctf  the vast majori ty
of settlements is inconceivable r,vithout the inf-lux
of  : . r  mass of  peasant  set r lers ' (Gel l ing 1993,  p .  51) .
However ,  she la ter  observes that  there is  nc>
cviclence for tl-rc wl-rolesale replacement of the
native populat ion in westel 'n ctol lnt ies strch as
Devon ancl Sl'rropshire yct 90 per cent of their
place-names are English lry the tenth century
(:rncl see Hooke 1997). That the replacement of
I l r i t i sh  n : lmes wi th  Engl ish occnrrec l  w i thout
populat ion replacement in the R'est suggests t l-rat
the same cor-rlcl have been trtre clsewhere as social
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l lecl)ani,slns - notrrbly the IX)l i t ical slrprcmilcr xncl
l i tcracy ' f  the ncn, rul ing clas^s - lccl t .  t l -rc gr:rcl t*r l
rc-nanring of thc lancl.scape (Hrirke l9()7, p. I49;
I { ines 1 t lc )o ;  I )o lv lcs lunc l  i ,c )97.  p .  90) .  Thc-se
vrrr ious pr()ccsscs of nrigrrt ion ancl assir l i l rr t ion
wil l  havc occlrrrecl in cl i f tbr-ent ways in ci i f- fbrent
pluces, result ing in n'r: l rkccl rcgionul variat ion in
ho'rr,' the lanclscape u,':rs afllctccl, ancl therc is a
ncccl to inch-tcle topic.s srrch:rs rLrr:r l  cl ialccts in the
clelrate (c.,q. Clay 1999). I l l t inrare, ' ly, howcve'r.  the
l lns\\ 'er n-ury l ic rvi t l ' r  scicnti f ic aclvances. Hrirkc
( 1990) has alreacly Lr.sccl skelctal cviclcncc to shou,
t l iat l roth nutivc ancl intrtr igrunt popLrlat ir)ns arc
ev' iclent in 'Anglo-Saron' 

centcterics. w.hi le the
stLrcly of genctics. f i rr  examplc. is shctn, ing that
cl ist inct ivc traits f i trncl in Frisia ancl Schlesrvig are
rarc in l ]r i tair-r uncl clocs n()t sl lpport the iclea that
all Englisl'r spcaking ul'eas \n/cre lctrge/,1, populatccl
by those wl 'ro sai lecl acrc>ss the English Clrannel
in t l-rc f i f t l -r  ancl sixt l-r  c<:ntr lr ies (El ' ison 1.9()7:
Mck ie  1993 ) .

This growing ertr l>l ' rasis lrpon c()nt inlr i ty culne
lus th( )s ic  schol : r rs  n 'ho s t i l l  s l t \v  a  sLr l ts tant ia l
Clcrrranic ( c.g. Welch 1985; 1992: ScLrl l  1992 ,1993)
or  Scunc l inuv ian (Hincs 1984)  fo lk  migrat ic tn  in
the f i f th  anc l  s ix th  ccntur ies ,  \ \ -erc  scc ing an
increasingly cl i f fcrent post-Rom2ln lanclscape tcr
tl'r<rse r,vhct arguecl tl-urt the ncn. ltLrrial ritcs, .stylcs
of  c l ress.  anc l  o ther  lxater ia l  cu l ture ,  l t t : l y  not
rcprcsent thc r-rtovcnrent of 1;eople, lr l r t  sir-nply the
exchungc of ol>jects ancl tr :rnsmission of icleas
(c .g .  Arno lc l  19u4;  I { ighan ' r  1992:  Hoc lges 19g9;
rrncf scc Cran'firrcl It)c)7; Harncrow. L()97: ancl Hines
1997  fo r  gcne ra l  ovc rv i ew .s ) .  H< ln ,evc r ,  t he
prolt lcn'r u, ' i th this r>ftcn l ivcly clelt :r te is t l ' rat the
variou.s stnrncls <tf evicletncc - sctt lcments. estutes,
f iclcl  systcrtrs, l tur iuls, l inguist ics, etc - are al l  too
often cl iscr-rssecl in is<tlat i<tn. l 'he contr i l t l r t ion <tf
lanclscapc urchaectkrgy is t<t prctviclc a conceptual,
ternporal ancl spatial frarneu'rtrk into n,hich t l-rc
rviclc runge of clata relut ing tr> t l ' r is periocl can lre
woven tctgethcr uncl placccl in context.

.CONTINTIII 'Y' 
ANI) THE ARTICL-II ,ATION OF

POSI'_ROMAN LANI )SCAPES

Settlentents uncl ccnteterics, wl'rich harre pr<tclr-rcecl
so rnuch of the clata f irr  this per- iocl,  cl icl  n<>t cr ist in
a virclrLlr l  l t tr t  \ \ ,cre simply clc>ntestic and r i tual
elerrcnts of tl're lrroacler lanclscape. One key theme
is t l ' rc natl l rc r>f t l ' rat n-rtrch-usecl phrase ,cctnt inuity ' .

Any lanc lscapc cons i .s ts  o f  a  rv ic le  r , 'a r ie ty  o f
art icu latecl cor-nponcnts :

- t l -rc natr,rral environntent ( lanclfornt, clrainagc:
systcr-r-rs ctc)

- sett len-rcnts (r,vhere pc<tple l ivecl ancl n,rtrkccl)
- agrictrltr-rrc, inclucling ficlcls (in n.l'rich agricr,rlturc

was  p rac t i sec l )  anc l  o thc r  a reas  o f  l anc l cc l
res()Lu'cc (sr,rcl'r as rlc:rclow ancl r,voocllancl)

-  non -ag r i cu l t r , r r a l  r cs<>u rces  ( raw  r - r - r : l t e r i a l
pr()crlrcntcnt antl  nt lr  nufl tctul ing)

- rc>acls ancl <tther c() l l t l l tLlnicl t ictn r()Lltcs (r i , , l ' r ich
l inkecl con-rn-nrnit ies l iving in sctt lcntcnts \ \ . i th
each othcr  anc l  the i r  res<>urccs)

-  r i t r - r a l  f oc i  (whc re  r c l i g i on  unc l  bL r r i a l  \ \ r r . l s
pr:-rct isccl)

- soci:r l  strLlct l tres ( inclLtcl ir-rg kinshi l- t  uroLrps)
- terr i tor iul sttrcttrrcs (ccoru>n-ric ancl tcnuri l I  ur"r i ts

n, i thin vn,hich lr l l  thc alxr ' , 'c wcfe lrrt icul l tccl)
-  c lcmctgraphy ( inc luc l ing thc  nrc ia l  or ig ins  <t f  the

pcoplc lvho l ivccl in this lunclscape )

It  cloes not apl)ear that thc f i f th century r,r,as
r>nc of gretrt  enr, ' i r<tnn.rcntlr l  uphcut, lr l .  Many cc>astal
u, 'et luncls \ \ /cre inunclatccl ut this t inte. ancl u, ' l -r i le
this may in part h:.rr.e l>ecn clLrc to u fui lure to
mainta in  f - looc l  c le fcnces (u  cu l turu l  1>henontcna) ,
therc clctes appcer to havc l tecn u r isc in relut ivc
sea- lcve l  a t  t l - r is  t i r -nc  (Rippon 2000;  in  1 ; rcs .s ,
cl-r.  7). Horvcvcr, a nurtrbcr ctf  ccxLstal rnlrrshes
appear to have l tecn largely clcsertecl lor-rg l tef i trc
thc encl of thc fixrrth ccntllt-y ( c..q. arouncl tlie
Tl'rames Estr,rary uncl <>n R<trnney Marsh), :.rncl while
valuablc farnrlancl w'us lc>st in Ircnl lncl ancl arouncr
the Scvern Estuary, this f i rrrnc-cla smull  1>erccntuge
<>f Rritain :rs a u, ' lxr lc. Thcrc is alsct l i t t lc cviclence
tl ' rat lowluncl l l r i tuin suf-f-erecl a signif icunt cl in-rat ic
cleteriorat ion at the cncl of the lkrnr: ln pcriocl.  uncl
i f  anytl i ing thc sixt l ' r  ccntul 'y uppcrlr.s to I tei-e l>een
less f: l 'ourable to agricr_rl t trre than the f i f th (Lan-rlr
7995,  p .  165) .  Overa l l ,  any ch: rngc.s  sccn in  nrost
lanclscal>es cluring thc fifth ccntllry \\'erc, thcrefirre,
clue t<t ch:rnging sctcir>-cconortr ic circlrntst; .rnccs.

in  a  per ioc l  o f  c r - r l t r r ra l  upheuvul  c l i f fe rent
contp()ncnts ()f  t l ' rc lanclsci lpe can cxperience vcry
cl i f fbrcnt lcvels of cl-rangc. T'akc. f i rr  crurtr; l le. a
farr-nsteacl estal>l ishecl l>y Angl.-Suxrn inrn'r igmnts
next tc) u Romano-I lr i t ish vi l la u, 'hich hacl l teen
:l l ranclonecl f i tr  three mr>nths. This r.r, ' r>r-r lcl  entui l
c l e n t o g r : r p h i c  c l i s c o n t i n u i t y .  l > u t  f r r n c t i o n a l
continr-r i ty ctf  t l tc fan-nsteucl.  as thc three-ntonth
gap woulcl have becn of l i t t lc practicxl signif icance
in lanclscurpe exploit :r t i rn; f iclcl  bounclurics rvotrrcr
har,.c strrvivecl.  crops ntay st i l l  l tave l tcen in a
concl i t ion tct hanrest (:_rncl .sc> procluce seecl f i tr  thc
next year), ancl l i r . ,cstock nl l) '  n()t  huvc r,vanclerccl
too far  (unc l  so cou lc l  huve becn rounc lcc l  r rn) .
Howevcr .  i f  ne igh l to t r r ing v i l las  l r r r t l  r r lso  l r ten
clesertecl l ty their ()wners short ly l te fore ther arr ivul
of t l -re Gennanic ncwc()nrers, then knorvlcclge of
the Rornano- I l r i t i sh  p : r t tern  c t f  lanc lon,nersh ip
wor-r lcl  prct l tal t ly havc l>ecn lost, lcucl ing to the
ir lposit ion of tr  nc\\,  cst lr tc si trLlct l l re ()n an cxist ing
p : l t t e rn  < t f  f i c l c l s  unc l  r cx r c l s .  Th r_ rs .  ag ra r i an
cont in l r i ty  occurrec l  in  thc  c( )n tcx t  o f  tenur i : r l
cl iscontinuity as t l-re lunclscape lctst only ; lart of i ts
art icr-r lat ion. Inclc-ccl,  clespite el l  thc eurl ier r l ,ork
()n leconstftrct ing continr-r i ty in cstatc strurcture (see
al><tr.e), thc strrr, , ival <tf  tenurial .systcl ls is perl 'urps
c>ne <>f tl-re lanclscape f'eatures leust likely to surr,,ir,.e
zt peric>cl of socio-ec<tnr>l 'nic cl isnrttr ion rrs scen at
tl're encl <tf tl 'rc Rornan pcric>cl.
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THII FATII OF IiOMANO-URITISH
COMMLINITIES

In view'ing tl-rc latc lltttlan lanclscilpe as a serics

of art iculrt tccl cotnp()ncnts, we mllst consicler twcl

rclatecl issr-rcs t l ' rat affcctecl i t  cl trr ing thc post-

Rornun pcriocl:  in al l  Ltreas of l l r i tain there is the

issr-rc of r.vhat happenccl to the native populat ion,

ancl in thc sottth ancl east of Englancl tl-rere is the

i n t c r a c t i < t n  l t c t r v e c n  a n y  s t t r v i v i n g  n a t i v e

pc>ptrlation ancl the irr-rrligrants (how'ever l-l-tany

tl-rcrc wcrc).
T l - r e  l a t c  f o t r r t l ' r / ea r ' 1y  f i f t h  cen tL l r y  i s

char:rcterisccl by t l ' re col lapsb of t trban ctt l t t tre,

r-nantrfucturing inclt tstry, thc market economy,

ancl the ncccl to proclt tcc an agrictr l t t tral sttrpl l ts tcl

sllpp()rt Rotnltn rr.rle ancl thc n<tn-foocl ;lr<>cltrcing
sect<rrs of socicty (Esmonclc Cleary 799i, p. 20).

Therc is, howcr, 'cr,  increasing evidencc t l-rzrt the

lanclscapc of latc Ront:tn llritain was changing well

befirre thc encl of Rc>trtan rule. In certain areas

there appcurs to havc l teen a clecl ine in rt tral

p r o s p c r i t y  a n c l  t l - r e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  l a n c l s c a p e

exploitat ion clt tr ing t l-rc f i r trr th centt lry, as scen,

f irr  exarr-rple, in prtrts ctf  Hcrtf irrclshire (Neal et al.

1990, p. 96), northern Kent (I lennett & \Wil l iams

1997), Esscx (Cloing 7996; Hc>clcler 7982, Lavencler

7993: \Wallacc 1.995; Val l is & \Watrghnii tn 1998'

p  53) ,  sor - t th-east  Suf fo lk  (Ncn 'mtn I9( )2 ,  p .  31) ,
ancl Yorkshire (Loveltrck 1996, p 28). Of Mr-rcking,

i n  Esscx ,  Go ing  s ' . t y s ' l t  i s . . .  ha rc l  t c l  r es i s t  t hc

ccrnclusion t l-rat the lanclsc2lpe r l , 'as cf lbct ively ctgri

clesefti by thc later fottrth ccntury' (Going \993tr,

p p .  2 0 - 1 ) .
In sr-rch afeas. the l t l t :rncl<tnt lcnt of sctt lemcnts

ancl ficlcl systel'ns ltegan r,vell ltefi>re the 'encl of

I t r>r 'nan l l r i ta in ' ,  thor - rg l - r  in  c t ther  are2 ls  large

nurnbers of I l<>mano-l lr i t ish sites have clatable

r-nateri:rl frotn thc very cncl of the for-rrth centluy.

Evcn i f  thcse sctt lements were strf fbring sol l- Ie

cleclinc clr.rring thc late for-rrth centllry (relative tcl

tl-rcir r,vcaltl'r in earlicr clecades). the absence o1-

rccognisablc r-natcrial cult trre after that clate cloes

not prcclt tclc thent frc>tn having been occupiecl

wcl l  into the f i f t l i  centt lry t tr  l : l ter (cl .  Uurrorl '1981,

p. 7/1. ' lhe problern is that rvi t l -r  thc ccl l lapse of

pottery prctcltrct ic)n, ccssl l t ic ln of c<l in t tse (the

recently rccctverccl l-roarcl from Patching in Sltssex,

clcpositccl aftcr n.rt .  '161, is the latest from 'Romeln'

Ilritain: tWl-rite 1998). ancl shift from stone to timber

rnetl ' rocls of constrt tct ion (see bclon-), i t  is dif f icult

tr> cletermine what l-rappened tc> tl-rese sites after

t l-rc latc l lc>uan perictcl.
Thc scarcity of clistinctive ancl clatallle rnaterial

cr-rltr,rrc on the fer,r,' native post-Roman sites that

havc l>e cn excavatecl ( e.g. Ral-rtz et al. 1c;c)2; Sparey

Grecn 7987;'J7oochvarcl & Leacl-r 7993, p. 334),
sLlggests that organic uraterials n-rtrst hzrve partly

replacecl tl-re incltrstrial rnanufhctttre of rnetallic

Irncl, particularly, ceramic artef:lcts. Vliat Rotnano-

Ilritish nratcrial cttlture sr-trvivccl uray also have

remainecl in use far longer than is of ien thotlght.

On sor-ne sitcs. thc worn cctnclitictn of late firtrrtl-r-

c e n t u r y  c o i n s  i n c l i c a t c s  t h a t  t n c l n e y - l l a s e c l
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exchange m:ty hltve continttccl filr sevcral clccacles

into the f i f th ccnttrry, al l tci t  potcntial ly () l l  l t  vcry

loca l  sca lc  (c .g .  Mi les  1984,  p .  14) .  T l - re  cc>nt inr - tec l

r-rsc of fourth-centLlry pottery '.tncl tletal artef:rcts

into tl-rc fifth century is uore clifficr-rlt to recognise,

btrt  why shotr ld people stclp trsing exist ing:trtef i tcts

s i r np l y  beca t t se  t u : l n t t f ac t t l l i ng  l i ac l  cc l t sec l
(e.g. see Farley 198' i ,  p. 229)' l  Al l  that wc can

conficlently say is t l -rat l l l l tny Rcltt tan<>-l lr i t ish

settlet-nents rl,'ere :ll>anclonccl sclt-tle tirlle lrctw'ecn

tl-re late for-trth ccntltry ancl r,vhencver clltrallle ancl

clatal l le r laterial ctt l t l t rc was ()ncc again in t tse cln

rurral si tes (which in : . treas sttch tts Sr>tnersct is l ls

late'as the tcnth centr-rry).
I t  is, thercf i>re, essential thlt t  wc secLlre l l l () l 'e

racliocarlton cl2ltt:s frot't't t1-rc latest stratigraphic

horizons of si tes that r,vere ctcctrpiccl into thc f i f th

crentllry. A goocl cxar-ttple has reccntly cclt'ue frtltn

Somerset. At Cl-rcclclar Sl-rowgror-tnc1, an otherr.vise

r-rnclatecl clitcl-r lias yiclclecl a racliocarllcln clate of

1600+/-45 BP (cal ,q.rt .  3'16-557) fronr anin-ral bone

rcc<>verecl from thc trpper f i l l ;  l t  later recttt  clnly

containccl altraclecl Rottlano-llritisl-r p()ttcry ancl

n-right othern'ise h:.tve ltcen rcgarclccl as clating ttl

the Rc>rnan per ioc l  (Chr is  Vel ls ter .  Sot -uerset

County Counci l ,  pers. c() l l l l l l . ,  Octr>lrel '  1999). An

iron-smclt ing site on Extn<tor, rvl-r ich l lasccl Llpon

the tccl ' rnol<tgy ctf  procltrct ictn appearecl to l le

Rom:rno-I lr i t ish, has teccntly pr '<tcltrcecl a clatc of

I i zO+ / -60  BP  ( ca l  A  l )  415 - ( r50 )  (G i l l  J t r l e f f ,
Univ Exeter, per:i. c()ltlltt., Octclller 1999). Similal

su rp r i s i ng  res t t l t s  c r t n  l >e  o1> t l t i nec l  t l - r r o t rgh

dcndrochronology. Fttr cxlt t l tple ,  at Slt lr-rgh Hc>ttse

F:urn, ncar Hcyltriclge in Essex, trvc> titnller r.vells.

rvhich on typc>logical grc>ttncls cott lcl  have l lcen

Rornano-Rritish. \\'ere cctnstrttctccl frotn tirll>ers

f-ellccl in the early sixtl'r ancl cally ser''entlt ccntttries
( \Wal l is  & Vaughrnan 1998.  p .  57) .

The cxtent  ( ) f  post -R<t t - t t l tn  ( )ccL lpat i ( )n  ( )n

Rorn:rn-perictcl scttletncnt:j l-nlly alscl have llccn

1-nole n'iclesprcacl than prcvior-tsly itssLllllecl. In thc

so t r t h -wes t  o f  B r i t a i n ,  s t t r c l i es  < l f  s c t t l eu rcn t

patterns, ancl the cxcavation clf  incl ivicl tral si tc.s,

suggesit tl-r:rt while there are signs of settlcrnent

retr:lcttion in sctt-ne 2lrcas thcrc wlls n() rviclespreacl

clescrt ion ch-rr ing the c:rr ly f i f th centtrry (c.g. Leech

1982; Quinncl l  198(r; Rosc & l)rcston -fones 1995;

Simpson et al.  1989). In the east of Hnglancl.  t l -re

con t i nued  occ t - t pL t t i on  o f  Ro t r l l t nc l - I l r i t i sh

settlerlents rnay als<t have llecn l'Il()re c()lllll lon

tl-ran has oftcn lrecn ttssltt-tlecl. Ftlr cxltttlple. a trltn'l

t l rrough thc reccnt l i teraturc shc>lvs that therc are

n l l f i le r ( )L ls  s i tcs  in  one samplc  c( )L ln ty ,  Essex,

u,'hcre srnall all()Llnts ttf fifth- t() sevcnth-ccnttrry

handn-racle pottery hlts llccn rcc()verccl frc>r'n thc

la test  contexts  o f  Rr turanc l - I l r i t i s l ' r  s i tes  (  e .g

Ashc lc lharn:  Bcc lwin  1991;  Cast le  Hcc l ingham:

Lrtvendar 79c)6; Chignall :  Clarke 1998; Coggeshall :

Isserl in 7995, Great I) t tnmorv: Levenclet \997
\Wickenclen 1 988 ; Cireat Sampfilrcl : Cl'.tt-wclclcl 1 998 ;
G rea t  \ i l / a l t han r :  Ty le r  &  W ickenc len  1996 ;

Kelvec lon:  Ec lc ly  7982:  Rochvc l l  1988;  Nor th

Shoebr,rry: 'Wyt-uer & Ilrorvn 1995).
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SLrch p()ttery is poorly clatccl,  ancl i ts falrr ic ancl
style lrcars l i t t lc rcsenrlr lancc to latc l lornano-
I lr i t ish m:rnufucturccl w:lres. ancl sharesi solne
chanrc ter is t ics  lv i t i i  rnatcr ia l  f rc t r - r - t  r -na in land
Europc. Hor,vcver, this cloes not tnean that i t  rvas
only usecl l ty imrtr igrant populat ions, i ls i t  rnay
huvc becn ol>tuinecl throtrgh cxch:lnge ancl r,rsecl
by t l ' re native c<tmmunity (part icularly i f  i t  was
thc only p()t tcry being proclucecl at that t i rne).'fhe 

vety sn'rall all()Ltnt^s of matcrial involvecl n-right
sl lggcst that i t  n' : ,rs simply clroppecl l ty casnal
visitors of Llsers of tl-re site. thor_rgl-r bearing in rnincl
thc scarcity of material culture ctn well-exc:lvatecl
po.st-llcturan settlerrents, u few shercls r-nigl-rt lte all
t l -rat survivcs frr>m c()nt inLl()Lls occuD2lt ion. I t  mav
l>c thet ln()re curefr-r l  ol tservatictn in thc f ielci .
par t icu lar ly  < t f  thc  la test  : r rc : - rs  o f  s t ra t igraphy
(ancl thc plor-rgl ' rsc>i l !)  w.i l l  revcal thut post-Ror-nan
ruse <>f Rclnanct-Ilritish sitcs is ntore corlrlon th:rt
has been prcviously t l-rougl-rt .

NATIV'I1S AND NE\(/COMERS

A nur-nltcr of l lonlano-I lr i t is l-r sett lements havc
proclucecl nrorc subst: lnt ial  cviclencc- for later
occLrputi<tn in the f irrnt of rvhat tracl i t ionul ly have
b e c n  c a l l e c l  ' c a r l y  A n g l o - S a x o n '  b u i l d i n g s .
Altl-ror,rgl'r post-lttrilt strtrctures of this periocl mav
contuin u .sul>^st:rnt ial natirre e lemcnt to thcir clesign
(l) ix<rn 1982;.f  amcs et a\.1984; Marshall  & Marshall
199  3 ;  1 )o rv l cs l anc l  1997  ) .  ' s t r nkcn - fea tu rec l

l >u i l c l i ngs '  : l r c  gcne ra l l y  r cga rc l ec l  as  be ing
cl ist inct ir , 'c ly Gerrtranic. A numlrer of Romano-
Ilritish strtrcturcs havc ltecn rccorclecl rvith sr,rnken
f- l<rcrrs ( c.g. Dctrchcstcr in Dr>rset: Sr-nith et al.  1997:
Mcrnkton in  Kent :  Bennet t  . t  \Wi l l ia rns 1997) .
ancl t l ' rese afe alsct fctr-rncl <tn what otherwise
appear: i  tct l>e a native post-Rornan sett lentcnt :r t
i )ounc l l t r ry  outs ic le  l )orchester  (Sparey Green
1987). However, t l ' re 'Anglo-Saxon' 

exanrples are
morph<tlctgically sct clif-fbrent that u'herc they occtrr
cluring thc fifth centLlry assctci:rtccl rl, ith clistinctive
matcrial culture they:rre lrest interpretecl as having
been  cons t ruc tec l  l r y  c<>mrnun i t i es  o f  c l i r cc t
G e r n t u n i c  c l e c c n t .  w i t h  a  m e r i t o r y  o f  t h c i r
honrc lanc l  (F lamerc>w 1997,  p .  39) .

I f  f i f th-centtrry sunken-featurecl l>r_ri lcl ings are
regurclecl as inclicatir.,c c>f an immigrant popLrlation,
ancl tl-rey are founcl on Romano-Ilritisl-r settlements.
the key qtrestion is tl-re relationsl-rip between the
t w o  c o l l t n t u n i t i e s .  A t  H e y b r i c l g e  i n  E s s e x ,
f irr  cx: lntple ,  thc e:,rr l ie.st Anglo-Saxon ()ccLtpati()n
appcars to huve been cctntempc)rary rvith thc f inal
stage.s of native occtrpatir)n ()n this substantial rnral
sett lcrncnt (Drury & Wickenclen 1982; Langton
& Hol l>rook 1997;  Wal l is  & \Waughn-ran 1993,
p.229). At l larton Court Farm, Oxforclshire .  Miles
(1984,  p .  5D argt rec l  for : l  'but t - jo in tec l 'sequcncc

w'i t l t  Suxctn colctnists sctt l ing a recently clcsertecl
Rctn" r : lnc t - I l r i t i sh  farmstead,  though the c la t ing
er., iclcncc we have cannot rule out the possibi l i ty
that  t l ' rc  twct  popula t ions l ivec l  s ic le  l ty  s ic le .

\florn late fbr-rrth-centllry coins ft-ctnt thc llctntanct-
Brit ish f:rrmste:rcl suggests activi ty thcre cr()nt inuccl
int<> the f l f th ccnttrry (Fig. ,{ .3;.  l 'har t l ' rc src)ne
bLr i ld ings v /cre  thcn c ler -no l is l - rec l .  presuntab lv
bccatrse the matcri :r ls rver" ,"-,- ,r". i  elsen,here
(rvhy else l tother clcnrct l ishing e sit()nc l tLr i lcl ing' i  ) ,
i r lpl ies occlr l l r t ion c<tnt inlrccl nelu- l ty cvcn l tr ter.
The earl iest p()t tery <tf a cl ist inct ir , 'e 'carly Suxon'
stylc clates to the micl fifth ccntLrry ancl is ussociatecl
rvi th sevcn sunkcn-f 'eatLrrecl l tui lcl ings sr-rggestine
the presencc ctf  Clcrrtranic sett icrs. ' f l ' re 

clut ing
eviclence s,'e have cann()t sh<tr.l' r,'n'hcthcr thcv w,erc
contcrnp() lary  rv i th  t l tc  f i r - ra l  phr rses of  ner i i .e
occultat ictn of thc f irrm (u, 'herever i ts focus n()\\ ,
n'as). Pal lreocnvof()nntental cviclcncc f l-r>m Saxctn
contexts points to a lunclscapc that rcnt:r inecl opcn
(secing very l i t t le u'c>ocl lancl/^scrtr l t  rcgeneration).
'rvitl 'r ltoth araltle trncl ;xrstoral f:rrrtring. ltut l,u,hich
was Lrsecl less intensively'  th:rn in t l ' re I lctntan
periocl,  ref lect ing the neecl t<t l trctclucc lcss fctr>cl
(for t l -rc markct. taxation ctc).

l lp to eight typological ly Lrncl iagn()sric p()sr-
l>r,r i l t  structures \vcle lr lso rccorclecl at I lurton court
Furrn .  Onc (St r r - lc t tL l te  C)  nas s tn l t ig raphica l ly  anc l
artefacttut l ly clatecl to the early Saxon periocl.  l t tr t
postholes c>f another (Structr_rrc A) only yiclclecl
worn fc>nrth-c:entLlry nl l l ter ial.  r l . ,hi lc the renraining
strulctures yielclecl nr> clut ing eviclence: c()Ll lcl  at
least sctnte <tf thesc re pre: ient the natir , 'c .succe ss() l .s
t o  t hc  s t ( ) nc  f ' a rn ' r ho l r se ' l  E1>hemera l  t l - : l ces ;
o f  s t ra t igraphicu l ly  la te  t i r t r l te r  : ; t r l l c tLr res huve
l>ecn  n ( ) t cc l  u t  o thc r  I k r r t r ano - l l r i t i . sh  v i l l as
(e.g. I3rixrvorth in N<trthants: llr<trvn ct Foarcl 199g.
p.73; Gacleltr iclgc P:rrk in Hcrtf irrclshire: Neal 1974;
La t ime r  i n  I l uck inghan ts l ' r i r c :  B ran igan  I 97 I ;
Ri 'u.enhall  in Essex: I tctcln,cl l  & Roclvn,el l  19g5:
brrt see Mil lctt  1987, Shaken<>ak in Oxfirrclsl-r ire:
Broclr i l r l> et al.  1978), uktng r,vi t l -r  a nuntl ter of
trrban (e..q. Vr<>xeter in Shr<tpshirc: I larker et ct l .
7997)  anc l  mi l i ta ry  .s i res  (e .g ,  l l i rc loswr> lc l  on
Haclr ians Wall :  Wihnort I9()7, pp. 209-31; yc>rk:
I ' } l -r i l l ips c& Heywoocl 1995). On how nlany early or
smal l -sc : r le  excar-a t ions \ \ 'e r -c  s t rch cphernera l
traces <tf t i r-nlter bLri lcl ings <x,erlooke cl bccu use the
foctrs was ()n thc secluence of st()nc bLri lcl ings-i

Clreat c2rrc, however. is rcc|-r irecl in cxuntining
thc chronol.gy .f  si tes rvith b'th Ronun'- l l r i t ish
ancl 'early Anglo-Saron' occLlpution. At t l ' re Orsett
Cock. Essex, fbr exan-rplc, a total <tf cight excavatecl
sunken-fcaturecl l>tr i lc l ings ()ccuf wit l ' r i r-r ancl just
outsicle : l  sultst: lnt ial  Ront:rno-I lr i t ish f irrn-rsteacl
e n c l o s u r e .  H c t w c v e r ,  t h e  s i t e  w a s  i a r g e l y
al;anclonecl by t l-re late f ir trrth centl l ry. encl the
sul>scquent occupatictn tnlty clatc to as latc as the
sixt l-r  centLrry (Carter '  199u: Mil ton 1985r ancl see
Tyers 1996, f ig. 2, f i rr  the possiblc exrenr <;f t l -re
site). Users of the sunken-featurccl l tui lcl ings may
hzrvc been attractecl tc> the site as therc were
eurthw()rks against whicl ' r  they cor-r lcl  t trck their
bui lcl ings, l tut there cunn()t have l>een f irnct ional
continLl i ty of this location as a furmste:rcl:  t l -rc si te.
ancl prestrm:rbly i ts associatccl lanclsc: lpc, hacl lost
i ts art ictr lat ion as a ftrnct ioning agricultural systelt-r.
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Thc sante appcars to h:rvc ltecn trurc rvitit mecliev:rl
churches that are locatecl ctn Ror-n:rno-tsri t is l-r si tes:
in most clrscs thc latter eppcar t<t have l teen in
ruins whcn the f i trntcr wcre c()nstr l lctecl (I lcl l
1998; ancl sec Nlorr is 19119; I loclwell  & Roclwcl l
7977), suggcsting that t l -rcse sites w.ere chosen
simply fi>r tl're sytnltolisr-n tl-rat these remains of
Romc.tnit l . /s p()r i .sessecl (e.g. FLrlfc>rd & It ippon
1994).

On sites such as I lal ton Cctr-rrt  Farm (ancl Orton
Hall  Farnt near Pcterl torough: Mackretl ' r  j , ()96),

t l-re kcy qLtc'st ion is h<>w any srtrviving nzrt ive
popt r la t i r>ns in teractec l  r ,v i t l ' r  w l - ra t  do appeer
t o  h a v e  l r e e n  t h c  ( ] c r m a n i c  n e s , / c o m c r s
(ass r - rn r i ng  t he  b r - r i l c l c r s  o f  t he  f i f t h - ccn tu ry
sunken- fcaturcc l  l tu i lc l ings werc  i lnmigrants) .
Our tr:rcl i t i r>nal story is of thc native ancl Clcrmanic
popr-r lat ions l>eing constantly 2rt w.ttr ,  with t l-re latter
s ( ) ( ) n  ga in i ng  s l l p ren t : . l c y .  Sc t r l l  ( 1992 ,  p .  15 ) ,
f o r  exa rnp l c ,  pa in t s  r r  p i c tu re  o f  t l - r e  na t i ve
popr.r lat ic>n in East Anglia lreing forcecl into a
hanclfr-rl <>f lrnw:rntecl corne rs ancl clef'endecl sites
such as l lurgl-r Castlc ancl the Wigl i ton enclosurc.
H<lwerrcr, in othcr cl lses, i t  is the carly Anglo-

Saxon sctt ler-ncnts (or tr t  least l l t : lny of t l ' ro.sc t l-urt
have  scen  l a rge -sca l c  excave t i on )  t h t r t  r ve re
locatecl aronncl t l -rc periphery of iucas occtrpiccl in
the R<>man peri<>cl (ar-rcl rvhich n'ray st i l l  I 'urvc l tccn
occr-rpiecl in the fifth ur-rcl sixth ccntllrics). At Wcst
Stow,  Suf fo lk .  fc>r  ex: r rnp le ,  t l ' rc  Anglo-Saxon
sctt lement occrlrs ()n a gravel terl l lcc r,r, ' i th poc>r
soils, in contrast tct tl 're Roru:.rn<>-llritish settlclnents
arouncl the Lark Vallcy th:rt  concentft t te alctng
the fer t i le  fen-ec lgc.  \7csr  (19U5,  pp.  159-63)
ha.s argr-recl that this represents .a shili in location.
cl lre to cl irnatic or sea-level change. t l iough i t  coulcl
havc l>een that the ncwcoltters were sirnt>lv fi>rcecl
to <>ccupy an arca of poor heathluncl.  bcyoncl the
core lancl of a st i l l - f i lnct i()ning nativc estutc ( l lc l l
1989 ,  p .278 ;  M t r rphy  1985 ;  Tay lo r  1983 ,  p  119 ) .
I)ue to thc agcncies of cl isc<tvcry (nr>talt ly lurge-
scale rescl ler excavatictns in aclvancc of nt ineral
extract icln), there is certainly a rnarkccl l t ies in the
c l i s t r i l r t r t i o n  o f  k n c l l v n  c a r l y  A n g l c t - S u x ( ) n
sett lements tow.arcls'rnarginal '  arcas t l ' rctugl 'r  unti l
other geologies ale as t l-rorotrghly investigatecl,  i t
is irnp<tssi l t le to say whether the colonists were
general ly forcccl to sett lc p(x)rer lancl.
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F,rr iclcnce fror-n .southern Essex. fctr examnlc.
sl lggcsts 2r nt()re variecl picture . as u-l ' r i lc MLrr.king
l lppczus tct l ie on an arcu ctf  poor soi l  at the f i- ingcs
of tl-re arca scttlecl ancl furrmecl cluring the late:
Rr>rrran periocl (Hurnerctr,r, ,  1992. p. 4I;  : .rncl see
C le l l i ng  1 .976 ;1988 .  pp .  121 -3 r  Go ing  I 9L )6 ,  p  21 ) ,
f r r r t h e r  a l < t n g  t l ' r e  T h a m e s  E s t u a r y  n e 2 l r
Sol r thenc l -on-Sca thc '  h igh ly  fc r t i le  br ickear ths
huvc proc l t rcec l  the greatest  c lcns i ty  c t f  ear ly
Anglo-Saxon rn l r ter ia l  f rc t rn  the n 'ho le  countv
(Wyrr-rcr ct I l rorvn 1995). Overal l ,  thc eviclcnce f i l -
f l f th-ccntury Saxon <tccr-rpation in Esscx tcncls t<r
f ircus in thc sor-rth ancl e:rst.  not:r l>ly in coastal
areus, 1.r\ \ ,uy frorn the' r, ' i l la-clor-ninatecl boulcler
cl: ly lunclscape of northern ancl r,vcstern Flssex
(F ig .  ,1 .1) .  Is  th is  another  example o f  cont rc t l led
Anglct-Sax<>n sctt lerrcnt, as has lreen urguecl for
in Srrssex (Welch 1983)/

Our  Lrnc lcrs tanding of  th is  markec l  spat ia l
variat ion in t l-re xppalcnt character of t l -re post-
Rorlan lanclscapc in Esscx cr>ulcl l re pursued by
thc carcful integratictn of a rvicle range of eviclence.
Mo.st lurge-sc:l le excavtrt ions have l teen carr iecl
or-rt  in the sotrth ancl cast of the county (the
coastul/e^stuary arc2ls: e..q. Hamcroiv 1993; Wall is
.\ \il7atrghlnan 1998; Wilkinson 1988: \Wyner &
llr<rwn 7995), ancl it is unfortr_ln:tte that thcre has
bcen no large-scale f ielchvlr lking in these ure2ls
sincc 'nvhere tl-ris has ltecn c:rrriecl out tl-re resr-rlts
have l tcen encol lraging. Wil l izt lns()n (1986) has
stucl iecl an area arct lrncl Saffr<tn \Walclen in the
north-rvcst <tf thc c()Llnty, rvhere l-re fitrncl that 35
pe r  cen l  o f  p ( ) t t e r y  sca t t c r s  s r_ rgges t i ve  o f
scttlements ctccr-rltiecl at tl're encl c>f the Roman
periocl \ \ 'ere vr, i thin 200 rnetrcs ctf  sett ler lents
knor,vn to have ltecn occr-rpied in the eleventl-r
cen tL l r y  ( t h i s  f i g t r r c  i s  r r c i r r r l l y  t oo  l ow  as  i t
cxclr-rcles u number of locations R'here chance
fincls ancl thc pattern ct l '  r-nanlrr- ing suggest that
rrccl icr ' :r l /rnctclern sett lcmcnts l ie cl irect ly over
I tomano- l l r i t i sh  s i tes) .  C lear ly  there has l reen
c o n s i c l e r a l t l e  s e t t l e l l t c n t  r n o b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e
intcrvening 500 ye2lrs, br_rt there does appear to
bc u l r roac l  c<>nt inr - r i ty  in  preferec l  set t lemcnt
location (rnost notalt ly in t l ' re r iver v:r l leys r: l ther
thun on thc hcavier s<ti ls ctf  the interf luvi:r l  areas).
Earl ier work has alsc> suggestecl that elements of
tl-re nteclieval/rnoclem ficld :lncl roacl pattern in
t l ' r is area ntay clatc lrack to at leust the l lontln
pe r i c>c l .  Thc  no r th -wes t  o f  Essex  a l so  l acks
e  v i c l c n c c  f o r  f i f t h - c c n t u r y  A n g l o - S a x o n
cc>lon isat ion (F ig .  4 . I t t ) .  whi le  the p lace-nante
'Valcl<tn' is clerivecl from 'val ley of t l -re Britons,
(I lrrssett 198'2. p. 10). Thcre appears to be a sjtrong
c a s e  f < > r  t 1 - r c  c o n t i n t r c t u s  o c c L t D a t i o n  a n c l
cxploitat ion of this lanclscape by t i te Rontuno-
Br i t ish /s t rb-Rornan popul : r t ion,  in  cc>nt r : rs t  to
the s t rongly  c<;asta l /es tuar ine c l is t r i l tu t ion o f
Anglo-Saxon sett lerr lent (Drurry & l toclwell  i980;
Tyler 7996).

Overa l l ,  t l - re  p ic ture that  is  emerg ing is  o f
nlarkccl regi<tnal variat ion in the relat ionships
betwcen natives ancl newcolners. In places. thc
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latter r-nay h:rve f irrciblv rcplacccl thc f irrnter. or
occupiecl are2ls that t l ' rc nutivcs hacl al lrncl<tnecl
c lue to  po l i t ica l  insecr , r r i ty  or  the ccssut i< tn  o f
prcssl lre to furm pl-rysical ly lcss procluct ir , 'e l l rcas.
Horvevcr. cluring thc f i f th ccntLlr) ' ,  ancl pcrhaps
mlrch <tf tl-re ̂ sixtl-r. the tvr'<t cor]I-r-nrnitics rtrav h:rve
l ivecl sicle lry sicle. ci thcr ut a very lctcal (c.g. West
Storv-i  ) ,  ()1 nt()re rcgional scalc (c.g. I lsscx. Vcssex
ancl Y<>rksl'rirc7: Eagles 1991: Lctvcluck 1996): sr-rcl-r
arrangerncnt rn:iy cven lravc been agrcecl by trcaty
(c..q. Susscx'/ :  \Welch 1983). Thc in-r1>act that t l ' r is
social geography hacl on thc f i f th/sixth-ccntl l ry
ancl later lanclscapc is yet tr> l tc l tr l ly explorecl
(but  sec Wi l l iantson 198U).

THE UIGGER I)ICTLIRE: PA'fTEltNS OF LANI)
L]SE

$(/hatever was ctccurr ing at thc local lcv'cl .  wc' lnl lst
not l()se sight ctf  the biggcr picttrrc: rvhat rvas going
on in thc lanclscupc t.rs :r n'hct lc ( irrespccti i , 'c '  of
the origin of the pc>pulat ion)' i  The occurrencc of
Ror-nan<>-l lr i t ish sctt lentcnts in ureas that l l re no\\ '
l vooc lec l  i l l t rs t ra tes a  c legree of  post - l t<>nran
u ' c r c r c l l anc l  r egene ru t i on  (e  g .  I 3e l l an t y  I 99D ,
though this ncecl not harrc occurrcd clLrr- ing t l-re'
car l ic r  f i f th  ccnt t r ry  (Rippon 1999) .  I )urk  (1996)
has rccently surtrrnarisecl the pol ler-r eviclence for
t lr is peric;cl  (ancl sce l lel l  1989, pp.269-70; I lel l  &
Dark 19911) .  . f t rs r  th i r ty -c ight  seqLrences werc
iclenti f iecl u' i th strf f icicnt rcs<tlut i<tn ancl clat ing.
l'nosit of n'hich w'cre in thc n<trth ancl r,r,est: jtrst
one (Hockham Mcre in SLrff ir lk) lay tc> thc- east of
a line ltetrveen Scarltrtror-rglt ancl llriglrton. I)espite
consiclerlr l t le lctc:r l  vuriat i<tn, s() l le l tr>acl regional
trencls clo ernergc. In \Wales and Scctt lancl ntost
s e q L l e n c e s  s h c t w  c ( ) n t i n L l i t y  i n  l a n c l s c a p e
exploitat ion cither sicle of A.t).  400. t l tctugh urouncl
Haclrian's Wall. fi;r erar-r-rple, a rcccnt rcasses;sllcnt
of the p<tl len eviclc-nce sLlgge.sts that ther-e rvas
a  phasc  <> f  a l>undon l l cn t  c l u r i ng  t he  e : l r - l i e r
fifih century witl-r a recluction of :lgrictrltr-rral lancl
t rse anc l  rv ic lespreac l  revcrs ic>n to  wo<>cl lanc l
( l)ark & I)ark lc)96). lJowcver, in : ,rn arca u, ' i th a
large rui l i tary garr ison this is to be crpectecl,  ancl
f i ts well  rvi t l ' r  t l -re picture that appe:rrs tr> be
emerging in lowlancl l l r i tuin in thut thc rtrctre
Romanisecl aspects <tf t l -re lanclscapc, rcl iunt on
soc ia l ,  cc( )no l t - r ic  anc l  po l i t ica l  l inks rv i t l ' r  the
Roman empire, wcre abanckrnccl,  n'hcrea.s t l ' re
w'icler rr.rral lanclscape rer-nainecl in r-rse. Ir-r this
rcspercrt it is rvctrth stressing that highly I{<tntanisecl
sett lemcnts sr-rch as towns ancl vi l las rcprescr-rtccl
a  vc r y  sma l l  pe rccn tage  r> f  f o r - r r t h - cen tu ry
sett lelnents (sec Mark Corney. this vct l trme). Frtr
example, trctuncl Verulamittm in Hertforclsl'rirc.
Neal e/ al. argve tl-rat 'Tl-re genenrl picture wl-ricl'r
emelges is that of ctnce-ricl'r cor,rntry hor-rscs f:rlling
into cl isrel>air or l teing altanclctnecl,  l tr_rt r ,r , ' i t l -r
associatccl farms continlr ing in r-rse, al l tei t  ()n i l
rrrn clown scale' (Neal et al.  1990, p. 9(r).  The
rvhole  ra t iona le  for  t l ' re  v i l la -esta te  systern o f
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' anc ' i c t ' r t ' .  u .ooc l lunc l  I i c  l l t c l  t l te r  tcn th  centur \ : .

lanclscape cxpl() i tat i()n hacl cl isappearecl,  rcsr-r l t ing
in greater cl islocation in lulrv the lanclscape $,.as
Lr t i l i scc l .

In  soL l thern anc l  castern Englanc l  there is
c()n.siclcrable variat ictn in the pol len cviclencc,
inc lLrc l ing n( ) ta l ) le  chanscs in  t l - re  agr icu l t r - r r : t l
enrphasis ()f  certain irrc2ls (Dark 1996. At Al ler
F-arm, near St()cklancl in Devctn, there was l i t t le
cl'rangc. At Hockhal'n Met'e in Suflolk tl'rere was il
nr inor shif i  froru urablc t() pastLlrc thotrgh thc
lanc lscapc re lna inec l  open;  e lsevn,hcre in  East
Anglia, sl iglrt  incrcases in tree/scrult  pc>l len are
both bricf in clurat ion ancl p()orly clatccl (  e..q. Diss
Mcrc in Norf ir lk ancl the Mar l)yke in Essex: Peglar
et  ( t l .  19f19,  p  218;  Wi lk inson 1988,  pp.  109-14) .
A t  Sne l s r -no re ,  i n  l l e r ksh i re  ,  t he re  i s  f i rme r
eviclcncc for :r  l imitccl woc>cl lancl rcgeneration,
'uvhereas at Sicl l ings C<>psc just to the nctrth in
Oxforclshire t l ' rerc w2ls an incre:rse in pastoral
act ivi ty (Fig. , i .4). At I l :rnwell ,  in Sctnlerset, there
appea rs  t ( )  havc  bcen  a  s l i g l i t  expans ion  o f
r,voocl lancl just as the acl jacent reclaimecl wetlancls
were being fkroclecl ( l t ippon 2000), thor-rgh t l ' re
p resence  ncu l  l r y  <> f  Cac lb t r r y  Cong res l r r - r r y
sr,rggests a 'nvcalt l ' ry el i te that rrr-rst have been
supp()rtccl by continr-rccl agrictr l tr-rral procltrct ion
(Rahtz  e t  c t l .  1992;  Rippon 7997,  pp 133-8) .

Overal l ,  i t  appcars t l ' rat the lanclscape of pctst-
Roman Ilritain rcruainecl largel.y, ()pen in the pctst-
I tom:rn peri()cl ,  1>r,rt  rvi t l ' r  lc>cal isccl t 'cgcncl 'r l t ion in
certain areas.

Most of thcse polle n seqllencc h:.rvc colrlc fhtn-r
pe:l t ,  bnt in a nLlml)er <>f c: lscs (usually col l trvi lr l /
al l trvial seql lences in lakes ancl r ivcr val lcys) a
m( ) re  c l e ta i l ec l  p i t . t u r l c  cn l c rgcs  f r on t  t l ' r e
c o m b i n : l t i o n  r > f  p a l a e ( ) e n v i r < t n l l c n t a l  a n c l
l i thostrat igraphic analysis. In t l ' re Cheh'r 'rer Val ley,
Esse r .  t l ' r c  seqL lence  o f  a l l uv i r - r n r  anc l  p l an t
tn : lc r<>foss i ls  rv i th in  a  s i l tec l -up r i r , ' c r  chunnel
suggests  Lr  cont in t rous ly-open unc l  c r - r l t iv 'a tec l
lanclscape in the surrrtrncl ing arcas, rvi thor,rt  : .rny
wcrocl lancl regenemtion (Murphy 1994, pyt. 25-6).
A t  M icke l rne re  (ne : r r  Pnkenhan r  i n  Su f f o l k ) .
tl-re seclirncnts frcrr an infillccl lake lrasin inclicate
a lanc lscupe that  : t lsc t  rer -na incc l  la rge ly  ( )pen

cltrring the post-R()1ltan periocl. ancl thctugl'r there
wzls Ll clecrease in cr-r l t ivat ir>n t l-r is appears to huvc
been rcplacecl by pasture nctt wr><tcl lancl ( ihid.,
pp.29-3I).  Vl-rat cult ivut ion thcre was r,vi thin t l-re
l:lke's catchment r-nr"ly h:rve shiftccl front the light
Brecklancl soi ls to heavier lxrr-r lclcr clay. rvhich
can be cc)ntrasitecl n'ith fielclr,valking cviclence in
sorrth-cast Sr,rflolk (Ncrvrnan 1992, p. 32), Essex
('sflilliamson 198(t ), rrncl Northuntptctnshirc r.vl'ricl't
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:iLlggcsts a shift in settlc-r-ncnt fl-olr the ltoulcler
c lays to ' rvarc ls  l ightcr  so i ls  (e .g .  l le l lamy 1991+:
IJrr;wn ct Foarcl 1998; Foard 1978).

A rangc of palaec)-ec()nort ic eviclence lencls
firrther sllpp()rt t' this cr-nerging pictllrc of a bnracr
continLri ty in agrictr l tural practice. On a ntrrnltcr
of early meclievul sett lernents there are sir-r ' r i lar i t ies
b c t w e e n  t l - r e  r a n g e  o f  c r o p s  b e i n g  g r o w n
c()mparccl to the Romun pcri<tcl.  Spelt rvhc:rt  was
sti l l  cult ivatecl at t l"re carly Anglct-Saxon sctt lcrnents
of Chaclwcl l  St Mary, Es.sex; Gatel-r:rmpton Furm,
Oxfirrclshire; Mucking, Esscr; Springfielcl  Lyons,
E s s c x ;  S t o n e a ,  C a m l r r i c l g e s h i r e ;  W e s t  S t o n , ,
Su f f o l k :  anc l  p robab l y  Ho l l ou , , ay  Lane  anc l
Holloway Closc in West London, sr_rggesting that
therc was nr>t a signif icant l treak in the cult ivat i<>n
cr f  ara l r lc  f ie lc ls  (A l len 1995;  Lavenc ler  1998;
Mrrrpl ' ry 1991, p. 27 , ancl see Tyler j .()96: Rackharn
l994lt,  p. 126; r,an cler Veen 1993, $7est 19l l i ) .

Anirrul l tone asscmlt lagcs sin-r i lar ly suggcst
locul changcs in t l tc way that wha.t rer-naine.cl a
basical ly ()pcn ancl agrictr l tur:r l ly .st i l l  functioning
lanc lscaper  \ \ '1 ts  exp lo i tcc l .  Cra l r t rce (1994)  has
cor-nparcc l  the far , rna l  assemblages f rorn the
s r - r b s t a n t i a l  R o m u n o - B r i t i s l - r  s e t t l e m e n t  a t
Ick l ing l - ran-r  in  Suf fo lk ,  anc l  nearby I ron Age,
Rr>mano- I l r i t i sh  anc l  ca r l y  Ang lo -Saxon  r r . r r a l
sett lel-nents at Wcst Strtr,r , .  At thc latter there is a
gr: lclual,  long tenl,  trencl torvarcls sheep ancl pig:
therc is no sr-rclclen cl iscontinuity, ancl the ki l l -
pa t t c rn  i s  i nc l i ca t i ve  c> f  a  se l f - s r - r f f i c i en t  ( ) r
'proclLrcer" 

sitc. A grcater cc)ntrast c:.rn be clr:lrvn
bet'nvccn \We.st Stctrv ancl latc Roman Icklingharl,
u'hcrc cattle werc <tf fur greatcr ir-nport:lnce ancl
shecp ancl pig \vere pc>orly representccl.  Howcver.
Ickl inghall  w:ls a 'consluner'  

.sett lernent. ancl the
lncat 'appe:: lrs tct huvc l tcen obtainecl thrcttrgh the
large-scalc late Rctman market systenl in rncat
pr<rclucts'  ( ibicl . .  p. , i3). Tl-rcse cctntmsting sites
( )ncc  aga in  shc> r l ,  t he  c l i f f e ren t  pos t -Roman
cxpcricnces ctf mainly 1-righ-statr_rs sites. clepenclent
on the nloney-basccl ntarket econotny whicl-r
col lapsecl, ancl rurral sett lelncnts w,herc , i l  c: lse can
be rtraclc f irr  local continr_ri ty in anirr-ral husl>anclry
pnrc t iccs '  (  ih id . ) .

At Hamurzc (near Southan'rpton), the concl i t ion
of l ivcst<tck in the eighth ccntLlry rvas gctocl,  and
thc size of bctth c:rt t le ancl sheep sh<>w.ccl no
c lec rease  co r - r - r pu rec l  t o  t hc  Ro r -nan  pe r i oc l
( l lotrrcl i l l<>n t994, pp. 122-r. Tl ' rc sizc <f- cett le
hacl increasecl cluring the Rorn:ln periocl.  as was
the casc t l ' rror-rghout I lontan Eurctpe (though n<tt
l>cyoncl the l lmpire). I f  therc hacl l>c-en a col lar;se
of l ivcst<tck hr-rsltanclry in pctst-I tom;-ln Brituin
lcacl ing to u clecrease in :rnimal size. stock cor_rlcl
not have l teen introclr-rced f l-orn the Gerrnanic
horlclancls sincc these areas only cver haclsm:rl lcr
st<>ck. It cor-rlcl be argr-recl that if there hacl been zl
col lapsc <tf l ivestr>ck hr_rslt :rnclry in post-Roman
Britain, thc Gcrrnanic cc>lctnists cctulcl  i ravc then
workecl to irnprovc tl're quality of str>ck, altl-ror-tgh
tl'ris argr-rntent woulcl lteg the questictn of why tl-ris
was n()t clonc in thcir homclancl.  Insteacl,  the goocl

qr,ral i ty ctf  l ivestctck in cighth-ccntLrry Hcttrt t t , ic
suggests that there hacl nr>t l>ecn a signif icunt lrre: lk
in the clual i ty of anir-r ' ral l -rusl>anclry in i3r i tain.

At flrst sight, tl 'rc eviclence fr>r'r-r pollen, 'nvhich

generally sllggests a lack of post-R<)lltlrn rvooclluncl
fegenelat ion, is at Oclcls r,r , i th the rcsults of recent
tree r ing stucl ics (th<tugh lr()st <>f t l ' r is cluta c<tmes
f r o r r  e a s t  o f  a  l i n c  l r c t n ' c e n  y c > r k  a n c l
Southar-r 'rptctn, l teing the :.rreu rvithotrt  gr><tcl pol len
eviclence: Tyers et a\.7996). The vah-re in trce r ing
str,rcl ies here is n()t  thc clate of f 'e l l ing ( i .c. n,hen
the t ir l l>ets were usecl),  l tut rvhcn the trces st: lr tecl
tcl  gr '<trv. In rnainluncl I l r i tain thcre is u n<ttalt ly
high nurnber of trees f 'el lccl uncl lrsecl as late as the
nintl-r centtrry. that startccl tct grct'uv cluring the first
l-ralf  c>f the f i f th cenrlrry (thoLrgh thc sr.rrne is not
trure of Irclancl).  Howcvcr, this ncecl not incl icatc
th:rt  forrtrcr ly agricr-r l tutr l  lancl r,vas bcing invaclccl
by woocl lancl cl trr ing the f i f th centLlry; these trecs
that rvere being fel lecl in t l -rc luter f l rst ni l lenni lrn-r
A . t ) .  l r ay  have  been  c l e r i vec l  f r o r l  f o rmer l y
coppicecl woocl lancl that was no longcr be' ing
managec l  ( i b i c l . .  p .  20 ) .  l ' he  munagc l l en t  o f
u,,octcl lancl is sc>rret l-r ing alt<>r-rt  rvhich rvc actual lv
know.  ve ry  l i t t l c ,  t ho r - rgh  i t  l nu ) '  r i ' e l l  huve
continuecl in certain afe:rs to sr-rst:.rin the clen-rancls
for cc>ntn-rction ancl ftrel fitr l>oth cl<tr-nestic uncl
inclustr ial c()nsLrlnption, inch-rcl ing iron procl l lct i()n
which is novv,attestecl on a large .scalc ut u nlrnt l tcr
of si tcs inclucl ing Exrn<>ctr (G.. lLr l lcff .  pers. cornn-r. )
ancl the northc-rn lranks ctf  thc IJlackwate r Estlurrv
in  Esscx (Wal l is  & \WaLrghr l ran 1998,  pp.  125-6.
) ) 1  2 4 1 )

Trvo key conclusions ci ln lre clralvn fhrn-r this
seetr ir-rgly cl isparatc set of environn-rcntul clata.
F i rs t ly ,  therc  u ,as n( )  w. ic lcspreuc l  r l ,ooc l lanc l
regenerittion in the irtllecliate p()st-ll()lxan pcriocl,
anc l  seconc l l y ,  t he rc  w2 l s  con^s i c l c ra l r l e  l oca l
vari lr t ion in horv agricr_rl ture clevelopecl over this
period. In places t l-r is cl icl  inclr-rcle a clccreasc in
the intensity of lanclscape cxpkri tat ion. thor,rgh in
m: i ny  cases  t l i i s  p r c t l t a l t l y  r c f l ec t s  l oca l i sec l
changes in specif ic envirctnntents, rtr  the f ir te of
incl iviclr-ral estates. Overal l .  the lanclscapes <>f p()sit-
Ron) l rn  Rr i t r r in  re l l ' t : . r i r r  in  r rsr ' .

RI]GIONAL VARIATION ANI) THE POST-
ROMAN LANDSCAPE

Tl're fil,rrth to sixtl-r centuries uncloulttcclly sar.v u
rna jor  c l iscc>nt in t r i ty  in  thc  cLr l t r_r ra l  h is tory  o f
Brit l i in, with n-rany asipccts of the Rctr"nan s<tcio-
econctrnic systcrn cl isappcaring ancl the cventtral
emcrgencc of carly r-r ' rccl icval socicty. Thc cxtent
tc> whicl-r tl 'ris n,as ch-rc to ltt2rss firlk rnigr-ution ctr
incl igenoLts clevclc>plrent trnclcr thc infhte ncc of :r
srnal l  imntigr:rnt el i te has been nrrrch clebatecl.  ancl
wil l  prr>ltably only be resolvecl thror-rgh l l rore
ach,.uncecl scicntiflc lleth()cls such as genctics. That
is ftrr the fr-rture: tl'rere unclc>r-rlrteclly lvas s()nrc
imrnigratictn, ancl a key thcr-r'rc <>f this pepcr is tl'rat
we neecl to unclerstancl the n'urrkccl local ancl
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rcgi()nxl \ /ar iat i()n in h<tr,r, '  natirres ancl ncrvcol l ters
intcr:rctccl.  This is the kcy to unclcrstuncl ing the
l rost -Rontan lanc lscape,  anc l  can l re  l rch iervec l
thntrgh an integratecl prognll-nlne of large-scale
f i c l c l l v u l k i n g ,  c x c a v l r t i o n ,  ( ) n -  a n c l  o f f - s i t e
pa lacoenv ' i ronntenta l  ana lys is ,  unc l  u  c le ta i led
colrclat ion of cr()p-lrark eviclencc f irr  clesertecl
lanc lscapcs wi t l - r  lv l ta t  s l r rv ives in  t l i c  prcsent
plrt tcrn of roacls ancl f lelcl  l tor-rnclaries.

A key issue i .s thc extcnt tct rvl ' r ich l t tost <tf  the
1-ropulat ion rvoulcl havc been en-rbeclclccl in : .r
l k rn ran r> - l l r i t i sh  sys tem,  anc l  hc tw .  qL r i ck l y  i t
c l e c l i n c c l .  I r s n t o n c l e  C l c a r y  s e e s  a  s l r c l c l c n ,
'cat: lst l ' ()phic' ,  

cl tange: 'Tl ie cviclence fronr the
lanclscapc of late l tont:,rn I lr i tain is that i t  was unclcr
c<>nsiclemlt lc presslrre to prodtrcc strrpl lrses to
.sLlpp()rt  thc urrtry, thc l turcaucracy, the aristc>cracy,
the torvnsfir lk ancl others. Quite suclclenly, in the
carly f i f th ccntury i t  stoppecl '  (Esmoncle Cleary
1995, p. 22). Horver,,cr, this clecl inc wil l  l -rave
irnpactecl l l ()st on the t-n()re Rorlanisecl aspects of
tl're lanclsclll)e. ancl t1'rerc is no rcason u.l-ry the
largc r-ntivc 1-lopr-rllrti<>n 2rs Lr w.h<tlc sl-ror-rlcl have
sr-rclclcnly clesertccl their l :rnclscul)e cluring the carly
f i f th ccntLrry. I t  is cntircly logical that, part icularly
in morc fhvoulable cnvirctnl-nents. rnuch of the
Ianclscape rcntainecl in agricultr-rrul proclLrct ir>n fbr
s u b s i s t c n c c  p L t r p ( ) s e s .  P c t s t - R c t m a n  n a t i r r e
.sctt ler lent is notori<tr-rsly cl i f f lcult  to iclenti fy, l tut i t
is argr-recl I'rcrc that it ntay h:n,e lreen firr more
c()mlr()n for l tornan<;-I lr i t ish .sett lcments t() have
still lrecn occr-rpiccl in the fifth or cven sixtl-r centr_rry
thun has prcviolrsly l tcen thotrght. There was n()
cr. l t : lstrophc hcrc, jr-rst a sl ight incre: lse in the rate
of changc in constuntly evolving lanclscapes.

I ly the nt icl- f l f th century, sol lc Anglo-Saxctn
co lor - r isut ion l - rac l  l tcg t rn  in  par ts  o f  sor - r thcrn
ancl eastcrn l l r i tain, thoLrgh this was fur frorr a
s in rp l c  p r ( ) cess  o f  i nvas ion  : r nc l  co lon i s : r t i on
(e.g .  Hamer( )w 1993,  pp.93-4.  T l - re  re la t ionsh ips
l>etwecn natirre ancl ncwcoller w-erc r,.ariecl: as
Scull  has srrggcstecl ' l t  may not l te too ftrncifrr l  tcr
argLle that cvcry region or local i ty woulcl have
scen i ts rtrvn ctduenltts Sctxcnttt t tr '  (Scr.r l l  1992,

;t .  8). In pluces, the f i f ih-ccntrtry nrigrrrnts i tppcrlr
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to h:rvc sctt lecl in u lanclscapc cit l -rcr clcsertecl by.
o r  se i zec l  f r r t r n ,  i t s  n l r t i v c  ( ) ccL lpan ts  ' nv l - r i l c .

elsen'herc. t l ' rc cokrnists \ \ 'erc f i trcccl t() ()cclmv
lcss f lrvotrrccl parts <tf thc l trnclscaltc. In lr  nLrrtr l . . ,r-
o f  r eg ions  i n  so r - r t l t e rn  unc l  cus te fn  Eng lenc l
such as ccnttr l  ancl nctrth-west Essex (scc lr l tctr, 'c:
F ig .  , i .1b) .  the Cl ' r i l te rns ( l3a i ley  1989;  Duv is  1982;
Hr,rnn 1,991), ancl par-ts , f  sussex ( 'wclcl i  r97r,
1983,  1989)  anc l  Wessex (Eaglcs  199,1)  subsrunt ia l
areas appcat ' tO huve l teen frec fr<t|r ' r  f i f th-ccntr-rry
r-nigrat ic>n. in contnrst to, f i tr  cruutplc, East Ar-rgl ia
wl'rich slrw Lr gt'catct Angkr-Slrx()n prcsencc fron-r
:ts early as the f irst hulf  of thc f i f th century (Carvcr
1989; Nervman 1992). In tcrn-rs of thc cleltutc
bct 'nveen those scholars r.vho st i l l  see u nruss folk
r-nigr: l t ion into I lr i tain clrrr ir-rg thc f i f th ancl sixth
cen t r - r r i es  (n " i t h  a  r cs i c l t r a l  nx t i v c  p<>pL r l a t i on
possi lr ly cl ispossessccl ancl ensltvccl).  :rncl those
minimalists n'ho urgLle sintply f i tr  en el i te tuke-
()ver, both w'oulcl appcar to l tc r iglrt  clepencl ing
up()n n hicl ' r  part ctf  the cctuntfy () l tc is c<tnsiclerin{r.

The irnruigrant poptr lut ion cventLl lr l ly acl 'r ier..ecl
pol i t ical suprcl lztcy ()\ /cf a lunclscal>e n' l t ich over
m()st c>f Engluncl l tacl rcn-rr inecl irr  agricultr-rral
p roc luc t i on ,  t l - r ough  n ' i t l - r  s ( ) l ne  c l t angcs  c t f
cmphasis: in places there wus a shif t  front arablc
t() pastl l re, a trencl : lway front ctrt t le lrncl t<tvn'arcls
sheep .  : . r nc l  pc rhups  a  c l ec l i ne  i n  l vooc l l unc l
l r anagemen t .  The  n rc i a l ,  s c t c i u l  enc l  t en t r r i a l
aspec t . s  o f  l anc l sc2 lpc  m1 . l y  have  su f f c rec l
consicleralt le cl isl<>cation, part icul:rr ly thosc arcas
'nvhich hacl been ut()st finlly l<>ckccl into thc carlier
pol i t ical,  social ancl ccctnor.r-r icr systcnt. Flo$,evcr,
in nlany c2lses usrictr l t trnrl  prctcltrct ion l trust have
becn maintuinecl as thc l : ,rnclscupc continuccl tcr
er , 'o l r , 'e  L ln t i l  the c lcc is ion l ry  lanc l r t rvncrs  anc l
communit ies in thc central zonc of Englancl tcr
reorganise their lanclscapc t l ' rrough the crcati<tn <>f
nuc lcatec l  v i l lugcs anc l  open f ic lc ls .  In  thesc ureus,
i t  is to this 1>criocl of transforntat ion thlrt  lvc l t lLlsi t
look for thc origins c>f thc r-nccl ieval lanclscape.
i ,vh i lc  e lsen 'here,  the post -Rctntan pcr ioc l  was
sinrply a part ictr lar ly f luicl  pcriocl in thc c()nstantly
evolving history of the I lr i t ish lanclscape.
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