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Abstract

This thesis argues that the espionage fiction ofGraham Greene, Ian Fleming and John

le Carre published between 1945 and 1979 illustrates a number of discontinuities,

disjunctions and paradoxes related to space, sovereignty and national identity in post-

war Britain. To this effect, the thesis has three broad aims. Firstly, to approach the

representations of space and sovereign power in the work of these authors published

during the period 1945-1979, examining the way in which sovereign power produces

space, and then how that power is distributed and maintained. Secondly, to analyse

the effect that sovereign power has on a variety of social and cultural environments

represented within spy fiction and how the exercise of power affects the response of

individuals within them. Thirdly, to establish how the intervention of sovereign power

within environments relates to the creation, propagation and exclusion of national

identities within each author's work.

By mapping the application of sovereign power throughout various environments, the

thesis demonstrates that the control of environment is inextricably linked to the

sovereign control of British subjects in espionage fiction. Moreover, the role of the

spy in the application of sovereign power reveals a paradox integral to the espionage

genre, namely that the maintenance of sovereign power exists only through the

undermining of its core principles. Sovereignty, in these texts, is maintained only by

weakening the sovereign control of other nations.



Contents
Acknowledgements 5

Introduction 6

1. A Cultural Cartography of Espionage Fiction : 6

2. Earlier Expeditions: Literature Review 11

3. Grid References: Methodology 19

Chapter Outline: Plotting a Course 37

Chapter One - History Emphasises Terminal Events: Spy Fiction, Memory and Myth

in Post-war Britain 39

1. The Battle for Greeneland: Memory and the Legacy of War in the Novels of

Graham Greene 42

2. 'Dulce et decorum est and all that jazz!': National Identity & Spaces of

Memory in the Novels ofIan Fleming 51

3. 'This Haunted Forest of Memory': John le Carre, Memorial Culture and Space .

................................................................................................................................. 62

Chapter Two - Lines in the Sand: Space, Identity and Sovereign Power in the Post-

war Nation 74

1. The Nation State and the State of the Nation: Space, Sovereignty and British

Identity in Post-war Europe 76

2. A Change of Heartlands: Space, Identity and Sovereignty in the British Isles 85

3. The Toothless Lion and the Travelling Circus: British Identity and Post-

occupation Germany in the Novels of John le Carre 94

Chapter Three - Between Battleground & Fairground: British Espionage Fiction and

the Post-war City 106

1. London Universal: City, Ideology and National Identity in Post-war Spy Fiction .

............................................................................................................................... 107

2. London Particular: City Space and the Individual. 114

3. London Growing: Reconstructing the Post-war City in Spy Fiction 124

4. The Ends of the World: The Spy and Suburban Space 132

Chapter Four - Safe as Houses: Domestic space, Identity and Power in Post-war

Espionage Fiction 141

1. Ideal Homes: Post-war Espionage Fiction and the Pursuit of Domestic Security .

............................................................................................................................... 143

3



2. How the Other Half Live: Lairs, Hideouts and Enemy Territory 153

3. Working from Home: Identity and Inseparable Spheres of Spy Fiction 161

4. Homes from Home: Hotels and Safe Houses 169

Chapter Five _ One Way Ticket: Travel, Identity and Power in Post-war Espionage

Fiction 177

1. Ruling the Waves & Waiving the Rules: Espionage Fiction, Boats and British

Power 179

2. Blood on the Tracks: Spy Fiction and the Railways 188

3. Running on Empty: Spy Fiction, Post-war Britain & Automotive Ambition 197

4. Flying High: Space, Aviation and the New Elizabethans 208

Chapter Six - Winds of Change: Colonial Space and Clandestinity 218

1. Hearts & Minds: Graham Greene, Englishness and Other Peoples' Empires 220

2. The Bonds of Loyalty: Tropical Trepidation and Racial Allegiance in the Novels

ofIan Fleming ~ 231

3. After the Fall: John le Cam! and Imperial Endgame in the Far East. 243

New Jerusalem Mapped? - Overview & Conclusion 257

Appendix I: Plot Summaries by Author 262

Bibliography 270

4


