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Open Access Policy 

 

Context 

Open access allows greater visibility of research and can stimulate new research opportunities and 
collaborations.  

The University supports academic freedom and recognizes that authors should submit to publish in the 
venue they consider most appropriate for their research, provided their funder and the University's open 
access requirements are met. The University supports all means of providing open access to outputs, 
including "green", "gold" and "diamond" routes in addition to other models. 

The University of Exeter is committed to support researchers to comply with funders’ policies and 
recognizes that the academic community requires support in interpreting and observing sometimes 
conflicting policies. The REF 2021 publication period closed on 31 December 2020 but researchers should 
continue to comply with the requirements of the REF 2021 Open Access policy until a new policy is 
announced. 

The University’s Open Access Policy supports the position that publicly funded research is a public good 
that should be made openly available to the public when legally, commercially and ethically appropriate. 
This policy is designed to help support researchers comply with funding bodies’ requirements on open 
access to research papers. This is paramount as funders may impose sanctions if open access 
requirements are not met, potentially resulting in loss of income. 

 

Guiding Principles for Open Access to Research Publications 

The University of Exeter supports the principles of open access where legally, commercially and ethically 
appropriate. The Open Access policy is informed by working principles:  

Open access promotes integrity and quality of our research as it promotes collaboration, transparency 
and reproducibility. 

Open access maximizes accessibility which best serves the University’s mission to disseminate knowledge 
for maximum public benefit. 

Open access enhances benefits to individual researchers in terms of academic reputation and reward, 
opportunities for collaboration, and the generation of impact.  
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Scope and Policy 

This policy mandates all staff to make in-scope research outputs available in the institutional repository, 
Open Research Exeter – ORE, via Symplectic, subject to copyright permissions.  

Authors must meet funder requirements where these require earlier deposit or availability (e.g. UKRI and 
Wellcome), and any other requirements such as statements on rights in the article. 

This policy is aligned to the REF open access policy and applies to all peer-reviewed research papers 
(including journal articles and conference papers), that are accepted for final publication in a journal, 
conference proceeding with an International Standards Serial Number (ISSN), or publishing platform. All 
research publications must include a data access statement. 

Peer-reviewed papers - either the author accepted manuscript or the final published version (where 
copyright allows) - must be deposited in the institutional repository,  upon, or at the latest within three 
months of, acceptance. Embargo periods (where permitted by the funder) must not exceed 6 months for 
Biomedicine, 12 months for STEM disciplines and 24 months for HASS disciplines. 

The scope of these principles applies to all research conducted at the University, regardless of funding 
source or the selected route for open access (including both diamond and gold routes).  

Outputs that are published open access with a Creative Commons license immediately upon online 
publication, meet the requirements of REF 2021 Open Access policy. These outputs should still be uploaded 
via Symplectic to ORE.  

Authors are encouraged to pursue an open access or open source publication route where possible and 
practical to other research outputs, including monographs. 

 

Funding 

Researchers should always comply with funder policy and any relevant contractual requirements on open 
access. Researchers are advised to check their funder open access policy prior to submission.  

Where external funding is available to meet the costs of open access publishing charges, researchers 
should take advantage of opportunities to publish their work with immediate open access upon 
publication. 

The University will fund open access publishing where required for research funded by UKRI or the 
Wellcome Trust, subject to availability of funds. Limited institutional funding for publications arising from 
research that is not externally funded, or funded by other bodies, is available. Authors wishing to apply 
for open access funding should contact the Library Open Research team before requesting an invoice or 
committing to pay. 

Transformative Agreements are available for funded and non-funded journal publications where an 
annual fee that the Library paid to the publisher combines "read" access to paywalled content and open 
access publishing costs for University researchers.  

Researchers funded through European Union Horizon 2020 or Horizon Europe are encouraged to recoup 
the costs (or part of the costs) for publishing open access from the funder, subject to terms and 
conditions and availability of funds. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Under the terms of this policy, the institution is responsible for: 

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/researchdatamanagement/after/discovery/#dataaccessstatements


3 

 

• Ensuring that appropriate systems are in place to enable management of open access processes, 
currently ORE, to make research outputs freely available as soon as possible (subject to the 
authors’ and/or publisher’s permissions and any confidentiality or commercial constraints), and to 
promote discovery and dissemination of the research developed. 

• The provision of training, support and advice on open access as well as the provision of a backed-
up storage service for open access research outputs.  

• Supporting researchers to be compliant with their funders’ open access policies, including through 
the administration of open access funds.  

• Supporting academic freedom of researchers to submit their research output to their choice of 
publication. 

 

Under the terms of this policy, individuals are responsible for: 

• Lead/corresponding authors are responsible for complying with the University policy on open 
access research publications by uploading research outputs via Symplectic to ORE. Where the 
lead/corresponding author is at another UK institution or overseas institution, Exeter authors are 
expected to make reasonable efforts to ensure that manuscripts are deposited in a timely 
manner. 

• Graduate research students are required to deposit a digital copy of their thesis into ORE as a 
condition of award. 

• Lead/corresponding authors who need funding to publish open access are responsible for 
contacting the Open Research team (openaccess@exeter.ac.uk) to confirm if funds are available 
and to request open access funds before committing to paying a fee. Eligibility and scope of open 
access funds can be found in the Open Research website (see below links for the Institutional 
Open Access Fund and the Policy for managing central open access funds).  

• Researchers should acknowledge their affiliation to the University on their publication. 

• Principal Investigators are responsible for complying with the funder policy on open access. 

• Principal Investigators must ensure that the costs for publication of research are included in 
research applications, if applicable Researchers are also encouraged to check with their funders 
for provision of funding after the end of their grant. 

Authors are encouraged to consider the discount publishing and subscription off-set arrangements in 
place via the Library which enable gold open access publishing at no cost to the researcher. 

 

Additional Information 

ORE policies 

Self-archiving in ORE 

Institutional Open Access Fund 

Policy for managing central open access funds 

REF 2021 open access policy 

Transformative Agreements 

Open Research webpage 

Open Access Research and Research Data Management Policy (the open access element is replaced by 
this document) 

 

mailto:openaccess@exeter.ac.uk
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/policies/ore/#a0
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/oa/selfarchiving/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/research/openaccess/2021_Institutional_OA_fund_overview_for_researchers.pdf
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/research/openaccess/202012_University_of_Exeter_policy_for_managing_OA_funds.pdf
https://www.ref.ac.uk/publications/guidance-on-submissions-201901
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/oa/discounts/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/oa/discounts/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/research/openaccess/OA_RDM_Policy_Final.pdf
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March 2022: Policy revised and approved by Research and Impact Executive (RIEC) 
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