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Themes 
 

Description Interview Quotes 

Research Capability 
 

 “I would like to develop some more skills.  I think you just keep learning all the time really.” (Interview 01) 

 
“And I thought of it more as a box-ticking exercise, just to get n MSc; which is a shame really because I did have a 
lot enthusiasm to start with.  And…yeah…yeah, it was helpful to do and I would definitely recommend that at this 
level, to have that involvement.” (Interview 08) 

 
“I mean that I knew that I wanted to do it (MSc) because there is, in this department, there are a lot of advance 
practitioners and I kind of think if one consultant radiographer has not kind of completed that journey, it’s not 
setting a very good example of encouraging them to kind of go on and do the same really.  So I didn’t feel I had a 
choice.  That’s not a bad thing because there’s no decision to be made then it’s like yeah, I’ve got to do this.  Just 
get on with it.” (Interview 09) 
 
“ (MSc)…so the academic side of the academic writing and all that sort of thing was a bit of a…a bit of…very, very 
steep learning curve. …I’ve completed all modules  for the MSc.  It’s just the dissertation now. ..I never critiqued 
things before but I do now.  And I know…you kind of…it becomes almost instinctive, what you’re look ing for, if that 
makes sense.” (Interview 15) 

 
 “So, it (MSc) was a hugely steep learning curve to start with to sort of get around the current way of learning and, 
you know, all of it, referencing and….  So, I learnt a huge amount and of course, you know, the icing on the cake 
was doing the dissertation, doing a little research project which, yeah.  I mean, I sort of just stop and think about it, 
you know.  I can’t begin to say how much I’ve learnt really doing it.” (Interview 18) 

 
“Right. You see, I get a bit frustrated actually.  I am quite…I mean, for example, we may be going off as a tangent 
here but…I mean, I don’t think that somebody should be made a consultant radiographer unless they have the 
MSc because I think that that learning is so crucial really and particularly…because research is supposed to be 
one of the arms of a consultant post.  Personally, I think if you haven’t done the MSc dissertation, I just don’t think 
that you have that level really.” (Interview 18) 

 
“The clinical need overrides the research need a lot of the time.  It’s takes you a long time to get to actually finish 
the new dissertation simply because your having to do the clinical modules and your having to traipse all around 
the country to get the clinical modules.  So actually getting to the end of the dissertation is like climbing a mountain 
at times.” (Interview 20 – unsure if research should be a core domain) 
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“And it was, you know, it (MSc) really infused me which I was really pleased by it because it was…it’s been like this 
awful black clouds hanging over me for the past 10 years.  I really must do my Master’s.  I really must do it.  So, 
yeah, I was delighted really there.  It did infuse me rather than put me off completely.…I mean it’s so interesting 
because, you know, you’re picking the right subject to look at.  You know, it’s really interesting because, you know, 
you’re learning stuff and I just find it, you know, it’s great.  It’s fascinating and, you know, it’s probably one of the 
areas that if I were to sort of change directions slightly then, you know, I would consider doing a more in-depth 
research type of role.” (Interview 22) 
 
“And I’ve supervised, been clinical supervisor for a couple of radiographers MSc dissertations.” (Interview 24) 
 
“They would only appoint with an MSC which I think actually is a very good idea….If I hadn’t got it, I don’t think I 
would have got the post.” (Interview 25) 
 
“It (doing MSc) opened my eyes up to what went on.  It gave me a greater understanding of the need for it and how 
important it is to keep forging forward because we can’t just go always go on you know, class or demo, what’s 
being done when there’s no evidence.” (Interview 25)   
 
“Like also start it in the training. To encourage it while people are training.  And I know it’s only...I mean, I think it’s 
a small part of the BSc isn’t it, but just to encourage that, this need to forge forward.  Just not accept things have 
always been done that way.” (Interview 25)  
 
 “And it (doing MSc) scared the hell out of me when I had to do it but I actually found I thoroughly enjoyed it.” 
(Interview 25)  
 
“And I don’t think that’s right (not having an MSC at this level), I have to be honest.  I do not...because we are 
watering down the position.  Because it’s a huge responsibility and I’m surprised the trust who have employed 
them accepted. …You have to stand up against medics and be counted.  So, if you haven’t got that background, at 
least of a qualification of higher education, how can you stand up?  I mean, I’ve had to stand up and argue with the 
consultant radiologist.  Not to argue with such, but you know, say, no, I’m sorry, this is it.  Because I’ve got the 
training behind me and it gives me the confidence.  You can be competent at something but you won’t necessarily 
be confident. ..You know, if you’re going to obtain what is the pinnacle of your profession, you’ve got to have 
something to show for it.  I mean, that’s just a personal thing because I can feel that’s the safest way.  Otherwise, I 
mean from what I can gather in other AHPs they have to have that behind them.  So, why are we watering it down?  
Why are we allowing it to happen?” (Interview 25) 
 
“…you mention the word research and people freak because they’ve never been experienced.  But if we start them 
in university, and within departments to start the question, they might grow …But you can make small headways 
just by little things. They don’t have to be monumental.” (Interview 25) 
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Lack of confidence to 
do research 
 

 “Well, the barriers are probably time, resources, and again, it could be education in a way because they’re not 
aware of…how to  come up with a question…or how to write proposal or whatever …” (Interview 02) 
 
“You know, I would say, I really, really wish I had more preparation and just that gradual building up of confidence 
and skills.  So, it’s when I took on this post, I was much more ready and prepared to lead on research, lead on 
clinical research rather than be slumping about trying to get support and trying to find how I should go about it.” 
(Interview 05) 
 
“And actually really kind of a bit ashamed in a way that I haven’t pursued that (PhD) but, you know, what might 
my…the way I sort of, you know, to think back to when I did my MSc and the amount of time I spent in the 
evenings and the weekends when my job wasn’t as demanding as it is now doing that and I think, actually, I don’t 
want to do that again, I don’t think. You know, I absolutely, absolutely love my job. …But it’s not my hobby. …I 
have to have a balance in my life….You know, and it really concerns me to have huge anxieties about embarking 
on something that I might think, “Oooohh.  I wish I hadn’t started this now.” (Interview 16 – anti research domain) 
 
“So I was doing that article first because when I spoke to the actual magazine, they actually wanted me to write an 
article on a specific topic.  But I decided to put the dissertation one on the back burner for a while because even 
though I did it for my dissertation, I think I did it more to do my dissertation rather than the fact that it was a 
passionate subject or anything.  You need to get the dissertation out the way, I’ll be honest.  (Laughter) So it 
probably could have been better.  I think I only sort of passed sort of 58% of that; I don’t think it was particularly 
brilliant.” (Interview 21)   
 
“I think confidence, by that, I don’t whether I feel confident enough to start a research project.  And the availability, I 
don’t know of any research partners that I could join…where, if any.”   (Interview 21)   
 


