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Volume of UK agricultural output 

              Growth rate peaked 1945-65 



Sources of output growth 

ÂChange the output mix 

ÂChange inputs 

ÂBecause output prices change 

ÂBecause input prices change 

Â Increase output per unit of input  

ÂBy increasing output 

ÂBy decreasing inputs 



What do we already know? 

ÂA lot about what happened at the national 
level 

 

ÂMore output with less labour and more capital  

 

ÂArable expanded more than grazing livestock 



Agricultural output in England and 
Wales 

  1940   1960   1979 

Cereals (m.tons)     5.5     7.9     16.9 

S. beet (m.tons)      2.7     7.3       7.7 

Cattle (millions)     7.0     8.8       9.7 

Sheep (millions)   17.7   18.4     21.6 

Pigs (millions)     3.4     4.3       6.6 

Poultry (millions)   51.8   82.7   108.6 

Milk (billion litres)      8.1   11.9     15.4 


