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Anne Barlow (BA (Hons) (Law with French) (Sussex), Solicitor) is Professor of 

Family Law and Policy at the University of Exeter. The main focus of her research 
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Nuffield Foundation, the Ministry of Justice and the Economic and Social Research 
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and the Need for Legal Realism, Community of Property – A Regime for England and 
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the Scottish Executive, and the Office of Law Reform, Northern Ireland on reform of 
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Carole Burgoyne is Senior Lecturer in the School of Psychology, University of 

Exeter. Her main research interests are in economic psychology and include studies of 

money, marriage, currency change and distributive justice. Her most recent projects 

are: ‘The Common Law Marriage Myth and Cohabitation Law Reform Revisited (led 

by Anne Barlow); ‘Financial Management Practices in Non-traditional Heterosexual 

Couples’ (with Stefanie Sonnenberg and Anne Barlow); ‘Beliefs about the Allocation 

of Money in Marriage’ (with Stefanie Sonnenberg); and ‘Money management in 

Lesbian and Gay Couples’ (with Victoria Clarke).  

Shirley Dex is Professor of Longitudinal Social Research in the Bedford Group of 

Lifecourse and Statistical Studies, Institute of Education, University of London. She 

has held posts at the Judge Business School, University of Cambridge, the Institute 

for Social and Economic Research at the University of Essex, and the Economics 

Department at the University of Keele. From 1998 to 2003 she was Research Advisor 

to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation’s Work and Family Life Programme. She has 

published widely on women’s employment and cross-national comparative research, 

equal opportunities, families and work, ethnic minorities and employment, flexible 
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working arrangements in organisations, work and care, and family policy. Recent 

books include Families and Work in the 21st Century (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 

2003). She has also co-edited (with Heather Joshi) Children of the 21st Century (The 

Policy Press, 2005) and (with Jacqueline Scott and Heather Joshi) Women and 

Employment: Changing Lives and New Challenges (Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd, 

2008).  
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held previous appointments at the Universities of Birmingham, Edinburgh and St 

Andrews in the UK, and at the Virginia Tech and the George Mason Law School in 

the US. He completed his PhD in Economics at the University of Edinburgh, and has 

an LLB from the University of London. He is a specialist in the economic analysis of 

law, with a number of published articles dealing with family topics, in both law and 

economics journals. He co-edited The Law and Economics of Marriage and Divorce 

(CUP, 2002), a collection of articles from leading academics on both sides of the 

Atlantic.  

Gillian Douglas obtained her LLB at the University of Manchester in 1977 and her 

LLM at the London School of Economics in 1978. She is currently Professor of Law 

and Head of Cardiff Law School, having previously taught at the University of Bristol 

and the National University of Singapore. She is the co-editor of the Child and Family 

Law Quarterly and of the Case Reports section of Family Law. Her publications 

include (with Nigel Lowe) Bromley’s Family Law (9th and 10th editions) and An 

Introduction to Family Law (Clarendon Law Series, 1st and 2nd editions). With 

colleagues from disciplines including psychology and social work she has conducted 

a number of empirical studies in law, including How Parents Cope Financially on 

Marriage Breakdown (2000, funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation), 

Grandparenting in Divorced Families (2004, funded by the Nuffield Foundation), and 

A Failure of Trust: Resolving Property Disputes on Cohabitation Breakdown (2007, 

funded by the ESRC).  

 Sally Dowding is a District Judge based at Birmingham Civil Justice Centre. She 

obtained an LLB degree from the University of Manchester in 1973 and subsequently 

qualified as a solicitor. For most of a practising career spanning nearly 30 years she 
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Committee and Children Law Sub-committee for the 10 years preceding her judicial 

appointment and chaired the latter committee for nearly four years. 

John Eekelaar is Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford, and a Fellow of the 

British Academy. He has written and conducted research in family law since the 

1970s, and is currently Joint Director of the Oxford Centre for Family Law and Policy 

with Mavis Maclean, with whom he has co-authored several books. His latest book, 

Family Law and Personal Life, was published by Oxford University Press in hardback 

in 2006, and paperback in 2007. He also co-edits the International Journal of Law, 

Policy and the Family. 

Andrea Finney is a Research Fellow in the Personal Finance Research Centre, based 

at the University of Bristol. She graduated from The University of Keele in 1997 with 

a BSc in Criminology and Psychology. and from the University of Surrey in 1999 

with an MSc in Forensic Psychology. She subsequently spent a total of six years as a 

researcher at the Home Office, where she worked on alcohol-related crime and 

national crime surveys, and latterly the Office for National Statistics, where she was 

involved in the new national survey of wealth and assets. Since joining the Personal 

Finance Research Centre in January 2007, Andrea has focused primarily on studies of 

borrowing, over-indebtedness, financial vulnerability, and financial exclusion and is 

especially interested in attitudes towards spending, saving and borrowing, and 

financial decision-making.  

Hayley Fisher is a PhD student in the Faculty of Economics at the University of 

Cambridge, supervised by Thomas F Crossley and Hamish Low. Her research 

interests include family and labour economics, and she is currently considering the 

economic impact of divorce legislation on the decision to marry or to cohabit. 

Emma Hitchings is Senior Lecturer in the School of Law, University of Bristol. She 

studied law as an undergraduate before taking her PhD in 2003. Her main research 

interests lie in the field of family law, where she has written and worked on issues 

concerning domestic violence, adoption, ancillary relief, and the recognition of adult 

relationships, particularly same-sex couples. She is case commentaries editor for the 

Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law and an academic member on the Family 

Law Committee of the Law Society of England and Wales. Emma is currently 
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engaged in research on pre-nuptial agreements for the Law Commission for England 

and Wales. 

Jane Lewis is Director of Research, Evidence and Evaluation at the National 

Children’ s Bureau and was formerly Director of the Qualitative Research Unit at the 

National Centre for Social Research. She practised as a solicitor before moving into 

social policy research. Her recent research includes Separating from Cohabitation: 

Making Arrangements for Finances and Parenting (2006, funded by the Department 

for Constitutional Affairs); Settling Up: Making Financial Arrangements after 

Divorce or Separation (2002, funded by the Nuffield Foundation), and Pensions and 

Divorce: A Qualitative Study among Solicitors (2000, funded by the Department for 

Work and Pensions). She has written widely on research methods and is co-editor of 

Qualitative Research Practice, published by Sage in 2003. She has a long-standing 

interest in relationship breakdown and more broadly in research on children and 

young people’s lives; social inclusion, inequality and disadvantage; and research 

methods. 

Hamish Low is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Economics at the University of 

Cambridge and a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He is also a research fellow 

at the Institute for Fiscal Studies. His main research interests are in understanding the 

risks that individuals face over their lifetimes and in analysing the extent to which 

these risks are insured. A particular interest has been in understanding changing 

patterns of women’s labour supply across different generations. He has published 

primarily in economic journals, such as the American Economic Review and the 

Journal of Public Economics. 

Mavis Maclean CBE is Joint Director with John Eekelaar of the Oxford Centre for 

Family Law and Policy, Department of Social Policy and Social Work, University of 

Oxford. She also acts as Academic Adviser to the Ministry of Justice. Recent 

publications include Parenting after Partnering (Hart Publishing, 2007), Cross 

Currents in Family Law, edited with Katz and Eekelaar (OUP, 2000), and Family 

Lawyers with Eekelaar and Beinart (Hart, 2000). She is a former President of the 

Research Committee for the Sociology of Law and a Fellow of the International 

Institute for Sociology of Law, Onati, Spain.  
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Jo Miles is a University Lecturer in the Faculty of Law and Fellow of Trinity College, 

University of Cambridge. Her research interests lie mainly in the area of family 

property and financial remedies following relationship breakdown, whether marital or 

non-marital. Her work has been considered and cited judicially in England and Wales, 

Ireland, and New Zealand. She was recently seconded to the Law Commission for 

England and Wales for two years to work as a lawyer on its project ‘Cohabitation: 

The Financial Consequences of Relationship Breakdown’. She is currently embarking 

on a project examining the first three years of the new remedies between cohabitants 

in Scotland, introduced by the Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006, with Professor Fran 

Wasoff at the University of Edinburgh. Check before publishing! 

Julia Pearce graduated from the University of Bristol in 1988 with a degree in Law, 

subsequently practising as a solicitor specialising in family law for seven years. She 

obtained her LLM in 1996, following which she left private practice to work full-time 

in socio-legal research. Joining the Law Department of Bristol University she has 

worked on a number of research studies in family law with colleagues in the Schools 

of Law and of Social Policy. These include A Study of Children Act Applications 

(1998, funded by the Nuffield Foundation), An Evaluation of the Family Mediation 

Pilot Scheme (1999, for the Legal Services Commission), A Survey of Ancillary Relief 

Outcomes (1999, for the Lord Chancellor’s Department), and A Failure of Trust: 

Resolving Property Disputes on Cohabitation Breakdown (2007, funded by the 

ESRC).  

Debora Price is a Lecturer in Social Policy at the Institute of Gerontology at King’s 

College London, where she specialises in the study of pensions and the poverty of 

older people, issues relating to household money over the life=course, and the legal 

regulation of the financial consequences of family formation and dissolution. She also 

has an interest in survey methodology and data analysis, regularly undertaking 

consultancy work in this area. Formerly a barrister specialising in family law, her 

ESRC PhD research focused on the impact of family change on pension scheme 

participation in the UK. She has recently concluded an ESRC/DWP fellowship 

placement at the Department for Work and Pensions reviewing measures of pensioner 

poverty. Her current research includes the ESRC-funded project ‘Behind Closed 

Doors: Older Couples and the Management of Household Money’. 
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Rebecca Probert is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Warwick, teaching family 

law, child law, and a course on ‘law and the intact family’. She has written widely on 

the topics of cohabitation and marriage, particularly from a historical perspective. Her 

recent publications include Marriage Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth 

Century: A Reassessment (CUP, 2009) and ‘Looking back on the overlooked: 

cohabitants and the law 1857–2007’ in N Lowe and G Douglas (eds) Looking Back – 

Looking Forward: 150 Years of Family Law (Jordans, 2009). She is also co-author 

(with J Masson and R Bailey-Harris) of Cretney: Principles of Family Law (Sweet & 

Maxwell, 2008), editor of Family Life and the Law: Under One Roof (Ashgate, 2007), 

and co-editor (with Stephen Gilmore and Jonathan Herring) of Responsible Parents 

and Parental Responsibility (Hart Publishing, 2009). 

Jacqueline Scott is Professor in Empirical Sociology at the University of Cambridge 

and a Fellow of Queens’ College. She directs the ESRC’s Research Network on 

Gender Inequalities in Production and Reproduction. Her former positions include 

Director of Research at the ESRC Centre for Micro Social Change at the University of 

Essex, where she was involved in the original design and implementation of the 

British Household Panel Survey. Her research interests include life-course research; 

gender-role change; attitudinal research; and ageing and well-being. She has recently 

co-edited (with Judith Treas and Martin Richards) the Blackwell Companion to the 

Sociology of Families (Blackwell, 2004); (with Yu Xie) the Sage Benchmark Series 

on Quantitative Sociology (Sage, 2005); and (with Shirley Dex and Heather Joshi) 

Women and Employment: Changing Lives and New Challenges (Edward Elgar 

Publishing Ltd, 2008).  

Stefanie Sonnenberg is a Lecturer in Psychology at the University of Portsmouth. 

She graduated from the University of Exeter with an MSc in Economic Psychology 

(1998) and completed her PhD in Social Psychology at the University of St. Andrews 

(2004). Her general research interest lies at the intersection between economic 

psychology and social psychology, and her work primarily focuses on the relationship 

between identity and economic practices. Her recent projects (with Carole Burgoyne 

and Anne Barlow) have examined financial management practices in intimate 

relationships. 
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Jean Taylor is an Associate Fellow at the Office for Public Management (OPM). 

Prior to joining OPM, Jean was a Senior Researcher at National Centre for Social 

Research (NatCen), where she undertook fieldwork for, and co-authored, Separating 

from Cohabitation: Making Arrangements for Finances and Parenting (2006, funded 

by the Department for Constitutional Affairs). Jean holds an MSc in European Social 

Policy Analysis from the University of Bath, and a BA in Modern History from the 

University of Oxford.  

Rosalind Tennant is a Research Director at NatCen. She specialises in qualitative 

research and has worked across a range of social policy areas including families and 

work, older people’s services, and social inclusion. She is co-author of the research 

report Separating from Cohabitation: Making Arrangements for Finances and 

Parenting (2006, funded by the Department for Constitutional Affairs). Her current 

work focuses on the areas of learning, skills, and employment, in particular special 

educational needs. Rosalind graduated in 2000 with a BA in Communication and in 

2001 with a MA in Research in Language and Communication, both from the 

University of Wales, Cardiff. She worked in qualitative and quantitative market 

research for a number of years before joining NatCen’s Qualitative Research 

Department in 2004. 

Carolyn Vogler is Reader in Sociology at City University, London. She has 

published extensively in the areas of globalisation, social class, unemployment, 

gender segregation in the labour market, and money and gender relations within 

intimate relationships. Currently, her main research interests are in the area of money, 

power, and inequality in new forms of intimate relationships. 

Hilary Diana Woodward graduated from the London School of Economics with a 

degree in Sociology and Social Anthropology in 1967. She worked as a research 

associate on projects with the Institute of Education, the Institute of Psychiatry and 

the Medical Research Council, before taking up training in law. She practised as a 
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specialist in 2001. She has worked as a family mediator with Bristol Family 

Mediation since 1993, and joined Cardiff Law School as a research associate in 2003. 

She is co-author of ‘Ancillary Relief Outcomes’ (2000) 12 Child and Family Law 

Quarterly 43, Divorce for Dummies (John Wiley and Sons Ltd, 2004) and A Failure 



 xii 

of Trust: Resolving Property Disputes on Cohabitation Breakdown (2007, funded by 
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