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Table 14.1: Beliefs regarding Rights to Financial Provision on Separation for Married 

and Unmarried Couples 

 

 

 

This confirmed a different hierarchy of relationship status after short couple relationships to 

that embodied in law. – slides. 

Married couples with children 

Cohabiting couples with children 

Married childless couples 

Cohabiting childless couples. 
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Similarly, when asked about the situation where a cohabitant died, even after a 2 year short 

childless relationship, there was clear support for a functional approach to regulating couple 

relationships.  Two thirds felt the same remedies should be available to cohabitants as married 

couples, with 98 per cent believing this after a 10 year childless relationship. 

This research found little support nationally for the law to distinguish between financial 

remedies for separating married and cohabiting couples where the relationship was long term; 

where there are children of relationship or where there is evidence of joint enterprise 

contributions e.g. to a business.   

There was evidence that views change across the generations and supports the idea put 

forward by Eekelaar (2006) that it might be important to bear this in mind when attempting to 

legislate for future generations in this field.   

 

 

 

 

 

Beliefs regarding rights to financial provision on separation 

for married and unmarried couples 

% agree partner should have right to financial provision 

on separation if …

If couple not 

married

If couple 

married

… couple living together for 20 years, 3 children, 

woman reduced work to part-time and then gave up 

work to look after family and home, man supported 
family financially and owns home, woman has no 

income and poor job prospects.

89 N/A

… couple for ten years, no children, one partner worked 

unpaid to build up other partner’s business, partner who 

runs business also owns family home, other partner has 
no property or income of own.  

87 93

… couple for ten years, one partner has well-paid job 

requiring frequent moves, other partner has worked 

where possible but has not had a settled career.  

69 81

… couple for two years, one has a much higher income 

than the other and owns the family home.   38 62

…couple living together for two years with young child 

and now separating.  She will be child’s main carer and 

he will pay child support.

Base

74

3197

N/A

3197


