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	Variable Name
	Label
	Description
	Values

	story
	Story Identification Number
	Unique story number for each outlet coded on each date, starting from 1
	

	Datestory
	Date of the news story. Format is dd-mm-yyyy
	Unique story number for each outlet coded on each date, starting from 1
	

	daystoelection
	Days before/after election
	From -95 for 01-02-2015 to 0 for election day to +21 for 28-05-2015. Constructed from publication date
	

	Outlet
	News outlet
	News outlet (categorical)
	Newspapers
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1 = Daily/Sunday Express
2 = Daily Mail/Mail on Sunday
3 = Daily Mirror/Sunday Mirror
4 = Daily Star/Daily Star Sunday
5 = Financial Times
6 = Guardian/Observer
7/8 = Independent/Independent on Sunday
9 = The Sun/Sun on Sunday
10 = Times/Sunday Times
71 = Daily Telegraph/Sunday Telegraph
11 = Birmingham Evening Mail
12 = Daily Record/Sunday Mail
13 = Evening Standard
14 = Scotsman/Scotland on Sunday
15 = Western Mail/Mail on Sunday
16 = Western Morning News
72 = Yorkshire Evening Post

Television
17 = BBC News at Ten
18 = Newsnight
19 = ITV News at Ten
20 = Channel 4 News
21 = Channel 5 News
22 = Sky News at Ten
24 = BBC London News
25 = BBC Look North
26 = BBC Midlands Today
27 = BBC Reporting Scotland
28 = BBC Spotlight
29 = BBC Wales Today

Radio
23 = Radio 4 Today

Blogs and Websites
30 = bbc.co.uk/news
31 = Conservative Home
32 = Guido Fawkes
33 = Labour List
34 = Left Foot Forward
35 = Liberal Democrat Voice

Twitter Handles
36 = Boris Johnson @MayorofLondon
37 = David Cameron @David_Cameron
38 = Ed Miliband @Ed_Miliband
39 = William Hague @WilliamJHague
40 = George Galloway @georgegalloway
41 = John Prescott @johnprescott
42 = Nick Clegg @nick_clegg
43 = Nigel Farage @Nigel_Farage
44 = The Labour Party @UKLabour
45 = Conservatives @Conservatives
46 = BBC Breaking News @BBCBreaking
47 = The Guardian @guardian
48 = Financial Times @FinancialTimes
49 = Sky News @SkyNews
50 = The Independent @Independent
51 = Daily Mail Online @MailOnline
52 = Russell Brand @rustyrockets
53 = Stephen Fry @stephenfry
54 = Philip Cowley @philipjcowley
55 = British Election Study @BESResearch
56 – Guido Fawkes @GuidoFawkes
57 = Jon Snow @jonsnowC4
58 = Harry Cole @MrHarryCole
59 = Alastair Campbell @campbellclaret
60 = Sunny Hundal @sunny_hundal
61 = Timothy Montgomerie @montie
62 = Mehdi Hasan @mehdirhasan
63 = John Rentoul @JohnRentoul
64 = Paul Waugh @paulwaugh
65 = Owen Jones @OwenJones84
66 = Nick Robinson @bbcnickrobinson
67 = Jeremy Vine @theJeremyVine
68 = Iain Martin @iainmartin1
69 = Andrew Neil @afneil
70 = Krishnan Guru-Murthy @krishgm

	Headline
	(For Newspapers and Blogs only) Headline of the story?
	Story headline (text)

	

	length
	Length of the story (in words or seconds)
	The length of the story in the number of words/seconds
	

	editorial
	IF IT IS A NEWSPAPER ONLY: Enter whether the story is editorial/ opinion or straight news.
	Type of the story (categorical)
	1 = Editorial/opinion
2 = Straight news


	Author
	(For Newspapers and Blogs only) Who is the author of the story?
	Name of the author of the story (text)
	

	primarytopic
	PRIMARY TOPIC/THEME (i.e. major subject of the story = taking the most space or time -- often mentioned in the headline)
	Primary topic (text)
	

	primarytopic2
	Primary topic
	Primary topic (categorical) 
	1 = Election
2 = Accidents - car, plane, etc.
3 = Arts/Culture/Sport or Arts/Culture
4 = Business/Economy/Employment/Working
5 = Celebrity/TV
6 = Constitutional Issues
7 = Crime
8 = Defence/Military
9 = Diet/Health (beyond NHS)
10 = Drugs
11 = Education
12 = Energy
13 = Environment
14 = Europe
15 = Farming/Agriculture
16 = Foreign affairs/foreign news
17 = Higher/Further Education
18 = Housing
19 = Immigration/Minorities/Religion
20 = Information Technology 
21 = NHS
22 = Media, e.g., prosecution of Sun journalists
23 = Migrants in the Mediterranean
24 = Natural event, e.g., solar eclipse, Nepal earthquake
25 = Non celebrity, e.g., lottery winner, benefit scrounger
26 = Police/policing
27 = Public Services
28 = Royalty/Royal baby
29 = Sex/Corruption/Sleaze
30 = Social Security
31 = Sport
32 = Taxation
33 = Terrorism/ISIS
34 = Transport
35 = Unions/strikes
36 = Women
99 = Other

	primaryother
	Primary topic (where primarytopic2 = Other)
	Other primary topic (text)

	

	secondtopic
	SECONDARY TOPIC/THEME
	Secondary topic (text)
	

	secondtopic2
	Second topic
	Secondary topic (categorical)
	1 = Election
2 = Accidents - car, plane, etc.
3 = Arts/Culture/Sport or Arts/Culture
4 = Business/Economy/Employment/Working
5 = Celebrity/TV
6 = Constitutional Issues
7 = Crime
8 = Defence/Military
9 = Diet/Health (beyond NHS)
10 = Drugs
11 = Education
12 = Energy
13 = Environment
14 = Europe
15 = Farming/Agriculture
16 = Foreign affairs/foreign news
17 = Higher/Further Education
18 = Housing
19 = Immigration/Minorities/Religion
20 = Information Technology 
21 = NHS
22 = Media, e.g., prosecution of Sun journalists
23 = Migrants in the Mediterranean
24 = Natural event, e.g., solar eclipse, Nepal earthquake
25 = Non celebrity, e.g., lottery winner, benefit scrounger
26 = Police/policing
27 = Public Services
28 = Royalty/Royal baby
29 = Sex/Corruption/Sleaze
30 = Social Security
31 = Sport
32 = Taxation
33 = Terrorism/ISIS
34 = Transport
35 = Unions/strikes
36 = Women
99 = Other

	thirdtopic
	TERTIARY TOPIC/THEME
	Tertiary topic (text)
	

	thirdtopic2
	Third topic
	Tertiary topic (categorical)
	1 = Election
2 = Accidents - car, plane, etc.
3 = Arts/Culture/Sport or Arts/Culture
4 = Business/Economy/Employment/Working
5 = Celebrity/TV
6 = Constitutional Issues
7 = Crime
8 = Defence/Military
9 = Diet/Health (beyond NHS)
10 = Drugs
11 = Education
12 = Energy
13 = Environment
14 = Europe
15 = Farming/Agriculture
16 = Foreign affairs/foreign news
17 = Higher/Further Education
18 = Housing
19 = Immigration/Minorities/Religion
20 = Information Technology 
21 = NHS
22 = Media, e.g., prosecution of Sun journalists
23 = Migrants in the Mediterranean
24 = Natural event, e.g., solar eclipse, Nepal earthquake
25 = Non celebrity, e.g., lottery winner, benefit scrounger
26 = Police/policing
27 = Public Services
28 = Royalty/Royal baby
29 = Sex/Corruption/Sleaze
30 = Social Security
31 = Sport
32 = Taxation
33 = Terrorism/ISIS
34 = Transport
35 = Unions/strikes
36 = Women
99 = Other

	electionstory
	Whether it is an election story
	Whether a story is categorised as an election story
	1 = Yes
2 = No

	Theme1
	First election theme
	First election theme (categorical)
	1 = Cabinet formation post-election
2 = Candidate biography
3 = Coalition debate pre-election
4 = Conduct/running of elections
5 = Description of campaign event
6 = Discussion of Campaigning Strategies
7 = Constituency-related story/Constituency profile
8 = Hung Parliament/Constitutional issues
9 = Get out the vote/voter registration
10 = Issues/issue positions/agendas of political parties
11 = Labour Party Leadership Contest
12 = Labour Post-mortem
13 = Leader profile/Leader debates/ Question Time etc.
14 = Leader resignation post-election
15 = Liberal Democrats Leadership Contest
16 = Liberal Democrat Post-mortem
17 = Local election(s)
18 = Opinion Polls, Focus Groups, 'Horse Race'
19 = Opinion polls Post-mortem
20 = Polling day
21 = Postal voting (e.g. fraud)
22 = Queen's Speech post-election
23 = Scandals/sleaze/corruption
24 = Scotland/SNP Winning Scotland
25 = Tensions/infighting/defections within Parties
26 = Tensions infighting within the coalition government
99 = Other

	Theme2
	Second election theme
	Second election theme (categorical)
	1 = Cabinet formation post-election
2 = Candidate biography
3 = Coalition debate pre-election
4 = Conduct/running of elections
5 = Description of campaign event
6 = Discussion of Campaigning Strategies
7 = Constituency-related story/Constituency profile
8 = Hung Parliament/Constitutional issues
9 = Get out the vote/voter registration
10 = Issues/issue positions/agendas of political parties
11 = Labour Party Leadership Contest
12 = Labour Post-mortem
13 = Leader profile/Leader debates/ Question Time etc.
14 = Leader resignation post-election
15 = Liberal Democrats Leadership Contest
16 = Liberal Democrat Post-mortem
17 = Local election(s)
18 = Opinion Polls, Focus Groups, 'Horse Race'
19 = Opinion polls Post-mortem
20 = Polling day
21 = Postal voting (e.g. fraud)
22 = Queen's Speech post-election
23 = Scandals/sleaze/corruption
24 = Scotland/SNP Winning Scotland
25 = Tensions/infighting/defections within Parties
26 = Tensions infighting within the coalition government
99 = Other

	Theme3
	Third election theme
	Third election theme (categorical)
	1 = Cabinet formation post-election
2 = Candidate biography
3 = Coalition debate pre-election
4 = Conduct/running of elections
5 = Description of campaign event
6 = Discussion of Campaigning Strategies
7 = Constituency-related story/Constituency profile
8 = Hung Parliament/Constitutional issues
9 = Get out the vote/voter registration
10 = Issues/issue positions/agendas of political parties
11 = Labour Party Leadership Contest
12 = Labour Post-mortem
13 = Leader profile/Leader debates/ Question Time etc.
14 = Leader resignation post-election
15 = Liberal Democrats Leadership Contest
16 = Liberal Democrat Post-mortem
17 = Local election(s)
18 = Opinion Polls, Focus Groups, 'Horse Race'
19 = Opinion polls Post-mortem
20 = Polling day
21 = Postal voting (e.g. fraud)
22 = Queen's Speech post-election
23 = Scandals/sleaze/corruption
24 = Scotland/SNP Winning Scotland
25 = Tensions/infighting/defections within Parties
26 = Tensions infighting within the coalition government
99 = Other


	Theme4
	Fourth election theme
	Fourth election theme (categorical)
	1 = Cabinet formation post-election
2 = Candidate biography
3 = Coalition debate pre-election
4 = Conduct/running of elections
5 = Description of campaign event
6 = Discussion of Campaigning Strategies
7 = Constituency-related story/Constituency profile
8 = Hung Parliament/Constitutional issues
9 = Get out the vote/voter registration
10 = Issues/issue positions/agendas of political parties
11 = Labour Party Leadership Contest
12 = Labour Post-mortem
13 = Leader profile/Leader debates/ Question Time etc.
14 = Leader resignation post-election
15 = Liberal Democrats Leadership Contest
16 = Liberal Democrat Post-mortem
17 = Local election(s)
18 = Opinion Polls, Focus Groups, 'Horse Race'
19 = Opinion polls Post-mortem
20 = Polling day
21 = Postal voting (e.g. fraud)
22 = Queen's Speech post-election
23 = Scandals/sleaze/corruption
24 = Scotland/SNP Winning Scotland
25 = Tensions/infighting/defections within Parties
26 = Tensions infighting within the coalition government
99 = Other

	themeother
	Election theme (where Theme1, Theme2, Theme3 or Theme4  = Other)
	Other election theme (text)

	

	primaryactor
	Primary actor
	Primary actor featuring in the article (categorical)
	1 = David Cameron
2 = Ed Miliband
3 = Leanne Wood
4 = Nick Clegg
5 = Nicola Sturgeon
6 = Nigel Farage
7 = Natalie Bennett
8 = Spouse, families of leaders
9 = Ed Balls
10 = George Osborne
11 = Harriet Harman
12 = Vince Cable
13 = Other Conservative Minister
14 = Other Conservative MP
15 = Other Conservative candidate
16 = Other Labour Shadow Minister
17 = Other Labour MP
18 = Other Labour candidate
19 = Other Lib Dem Minister
20 = Other Lib Dem MP
21 = Other Lib Dem candidate
22 = Green Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
23 = Plaid Cymru (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
24 = Scottish National Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
25 = Scottish Socialist Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
26 = UK Independence Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
27 = Conservative Party
28 = Lib Dem Party
29 = Government coalition as a whole (without further specification)
30 = Labour Party
31 = Other parties/politicians
32 = Party not specified/politician does not belong to a specific party
33 = Ministry as a whole (if no specific politician mentioned)
34 = Parliament as a whole (without further specification)
35 = House of Lords
36 = The Queen
37 = Other royalty
38 = Celebrities from outside politics
39 = Church
40 = Company(-ies), business(-es), bank(s)
41 = Criminal(s)
42 = Demographic group(s) (e.g., females, teenagers, pensioners)
43 = Employer organization(s)
44 = Interest group(s), organization(s), e.g., Amnesty, Greenpeace
45 = Journalist/editorial writer
46 = Judiciary, judicial institutions
47 = Media
48 = Ordinary citizen(s), voters
49 = Police
50 = Professional group(s), (e.g., doctors, nurses, teachers, farmers)
51 = Public administrator, (e.g., civil servant)
52 = Military person(s), troops, army
53 = Terrorist(s)
54 = Trade union(s)
55 = Country as a whole
56 = Unnamed source(s)
99 = Other

	primaryother
	Primary actor (where other)
	Other primary actor (text)
	

	secondactor
	Second actor
	Secondary actor featuring in the article (categorical)
	1 = David Cameron
2 = Ed Miliband
3 = Leanne Wood
4 = Nick Clegg
5 = Nicola Sturgeon
6 = Nigel Farage
7 = Natalie Bennett
8 = Spouse, families of leaders
9 = Ed Balls
10 = George Osborne
11 = Harriet Harman
12 = Vince Cable
13 = Other Conservative Minister
14 = Other Conservative MP
15 = Other Conservative candidate
16 = Other Labour Shadow Minister
17 = Other Labour MP
18 = Other Labour candidate
19 = Other Lib Dem Minister
20 = Other Lib Dem MP
21 = Other Lib Dem candidate
22 = Green Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
23 = Plaid Cymru (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
24 = Scottish National Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
25 = Scottish Socialist Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
26 = UK Independence Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
27 = Conservative Party
28 = Lib Dem Party
29 = Government coalition as a whole (without further specification)
30 = Labour Party
31 = Other parties/politicians
32 = Party not specified/politician does not belong to a specific party
33 = Ministry as a whole (if no specific politician mentioned)
34 = Parliament as a whole (without further specification)
35 = House of Lords
36 = The Queen
37 = Other royalty
38 = Celebrities from outside politics
39 = Church
40 = Company(-ies), business(-es), bank(s)
41 = Criminal(s)
42 = Demographic group(s) (e.g., females, teenagers, pensioners)
43 = Employer organization(s)
44 = Interest group(s), organization(s), e.g., Amnesty, Greenpeace
45 = Journalist/editorial writer
46 = Judiciary, judicial institutions
47 = Media
48 = Ordinary citizen(s), voters
49 = Police
50 = Professional group(s), (e.g., doctors, nurses, teachers, farmers)
51 = Public administrator, (e.g., civil servant)
52 = Military person(s), troops, army
53 = Terrorist(s)
54 = Trade union(s)
55 = Country as a whole
56 = Unnamed source(s)
99 = Other

	secondother
	Second actor (where other)
	Other second actor (text)

	

	thirdactor
	Third actor
	Tertiary actor featuring in the article (categorical)
	1 = David Cameron
2 = Ed Miliband
3 = Leanne Wood
4 = Nick Clegg
5 = Nicola Sturgeon
6 = Nigel Farage
7 = Natalie Bennett
8 = Spouse, families of leaders
9 = Ed Balls
10 = George Osborne
11 = Harriet Harman
12 = Vince Cable
13 = Other Conservative Minister
14 = Other Conservative MP
15 = Other Conservative candidate
16 = Other Labour Shadow Minister
17 = Other Labour MP
18 = Other Labour candidate
19 = Other Lib Dem Minister
20 = Other Lib Dem MP
21 = Other Lib Dem candidate
22 = Green Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
23 = Plaid Cymru (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
24 = Scottish National Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
25 = Scottish Socialist Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
26 = UK Independence Party (candidate/MP/spokesperson)
27 = Conservative Party
28 = Lib Dem Party
29 = Government coalition as a whole (without further specification)
30 = Labour Party
31 = Other parties/politicians
32 = Party not specified/politician does not belong to a specific party
33 = Ministry as a whole (if no specific politician mentioned)
34 = Parliament as a whole (without further specification)
35 = House of Lords
36 = The Queen
37 = Other royalty
38 = Celebrities from outside politics
39 = Church
40 = Company(-ies), business(-es), bank(s)
41 = Criminal(s)
42 = Demographic group(s) (e.g., females, teenagers, pensioners)
43 = Employer organization(s)
44 = Interest group(s), organization(s), e.g., Amnesty, Greenpeace
45 = Journalist/editorial writer
46 = Judiciary, judicial institutions
47 = Media
48 = Ordinary citizen(s), voters
49 = Police
50 = Professional group(s), (e.g., doctors, nurses, teachers, farmers)
51 = Public administrator, (e.g., civil servant)
52 = Military person(s), troops, army
53 = Terrorist(s)
54 = Trade union(s)
55 = Country as a whole
56 = Unnamed source(s)
99 = Other

	thirdother
	Third actor (where other)
	Other third actor (text)

	

	primaryquotes
	Number of times primary actor is quoted
	Number of times primary actor is quoted
	

	secondquotes
	Number of times second actor is quoted
	Number of times second actor is quoted
	

	thirdquotes
	Number of times third actor is quoted
	Number of times third actor is quoted
	

	Tone
	Tone of story
	Tone of story (categorical)

	1 = Very negative
2 = Negative
3 = Neutral
4 = Positive
5 = Very positive

	primarydisposition_1
	Disposition of primary actor
	Disposition of primary actor (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	primarydisposition_2
	Disposition of primary actor (if more than one disposition)
	Disposition of primary actor (if more than one disposition) (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	seconddisposition_1
	Disposition of second actor
	Disposition of second actor (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	seconddisposition_2
	Disposition of second actor (if more than one disposition)
	Disposition of second actor (if more than one disposition) (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	thirddisposition_1
	Disposition of third actor
	Disposition of third actor (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	thirddisposition_2
	Disposition of third actor (if more than one disposition)
	Disposition of third actor (if more than one disposition) (categorical)
	1 = Mainly/ solely defending policies/ politicians from attack
2 = Mainly/ solely presenting policies/ politicians
3 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour policies/ politicians
4 = Mainly/ solely attacking Cons policies/ politicians
5 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem policies/ politicians
6 = Mainly/ solely attacking SNP policies/ politicians
7 = Mainly/ solely attacking UKIP policies/ politicians
8 = Mainly/ solely attacking Labour and Conservative politicians
9 = Mainly/ solely attacking Lib Dem and Conservative politicians
10 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and Lib Dem politicians
11 = Mainly/solely attacking Labour and SNP politicians
12 = Mixed disposition – no single one ascendant
13 = No evaluative position evident

	mediatype
	Whether outlet is TV, newspaper etc.
	Type of outlet. Constructed from Outlet (categorical)
	1 = Newspaper
2 = TV
3 = Radio
4 = Blog/bbc.co.uk
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