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Michael Williams (currently the Social Inclusion Co-ordinator of a comprehensive school in the UK) and Colin Pritchard (Research Professor of Psychiatric Social Work at the University of Bournemouth) put forward a multi-professional approach to educational alienation that has been successful in a comprehensive school in the UK.  The book is split into two parts with the first more theoretical and the second providing a more practical approach to working with children who are disaffected with education for various reasons.
The first part of the book sets the scene as to what causes educational alienation, including interesting discussions about the possible link between learning difficulties and genetics, and the relationship between poor schooling and family break-up.  In my opinion these discussions as to the cyclical nature of educational alienation were interesting, thought provoking and also informative in this often polemic area.  Further on in this part the authors describe the particular project in some detail, including information on personnel, family level working etc.  The reader is told that the project was started because there was a general recognition that if there exists child-parent conflict (whatever the reason) then this impacts upon the school.  Therefore, tackling this issue directly had positive effects vis-à-vis a reduction in truancy, and a more positive outlook from the pupils, amongst other successes.  Williams and Pritchard are keen to emphasise the importance of the multi-professional approach which is linked to direct and non-judgemental work with parents.

The second part of the publication is about meeting the needs of children who may face educational alienation, including disaffected children e.g. young people who misuse alcohol or drugs, or children who have some form of learning and/or physical difficulty.  The second part was somewhat disappointing in that it was difficult to know what type of audience was envisaged.  In Chapter 12 for example, very basic information was provided regarding different types of SEN e.g. SpLD, Speech and Language difficulties.  I doubt that there would be enough practical or useful information for a class teacher to make use of, never mind the more specialised professions such as that of educational psychology.
Overall, this publication is a bit of a Curate’s egg in that there were very thought provoking sections, especially that of the generational nature of learning difficulties and educational alienation in general.  However, in Part Two the focus seemed to be lost and there was no new information offered regarding supporting children with special educational needs.  Part One would be a useful and interesting read for educational psychologists but avoid Part Two. 
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