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Abstract

The thesis focuses on teachers’ pedagogical subject knowledge and teaching of reading in
English as a second language (1.2) in Botswana Primary Schools. The participants consisted of
ten teachers from four lower primary classrooms setting. To carry out the research, 1 adopted the
qualitative methodology. The three modes of inquiry used in the study are semi-structured
interviews, classroom observations and stimulated recall interviews. All the data were
transcribed, coded and analysed qualitatively. For organisation purposes, the NVivo 8 software

package was used in handling the interview data gathered from the study.

The findings revealed that teachers’ classroom practices were not always consistent with their
pedagogical subject knowledge. They demonstrated having knowledge on how reading ought to
be taught and it was observed that in most cases, their beliefs were not put into their classroom
practices. This research highlighted the importance of the phonics instructions in teaching early
reading, which most of the teachers’ practices revealed that they lack confidence in teaching.
Therefore, this seems to have an impact on the learners in lower classes because this level is
considered the foundation, which needs solid base of reading strategies. Most recent studies have
revealed that a lack of phonics based on reading instructions leave learners without important
decoding skills necessary in recognizing letter/sound relationships in reading. It emerged that
most of the activities observed focussed on word level because more emphasis was placed on
decoding than comprehension. Although the study indicates that teachers face a number of
challenges, which might have an impact in practising their espoused beliefs, it secems that they

did not get proper foundation from pre-service training with phonics instructions.

Hopefully the insights presented in this study can lead to increased awareness of how reading
can be effectively taught and how teachers base classroom practices on their experiences and the

contexts within which they work.



Table of Contents

DBUICATION ..tttk e e g e [
Y ST U Tt OO TP SO TP PP PP PSP ii
ACKNOW B EIMIBITS ..ttt et e e s e e e e bbbt e e e aeeeseaae st nb e e sta e e s e e bbb nnrrteaane e ann iii
Chapter 1 INErOAUCTION ....oviiiii et e s e sttt eeae e st e aa st nas e e eeeesseansbbenneseeenesssanns 1
L0 IO A UBETOMN v ernnnssmton imsmsbsssinss ok sanes i st ca LA B 0 R A R TR O T T e 1
1.1 Rationale for doifig the study .....owiimisp i s ainisnsm i i 1
L i o | r— 2
1.3 PUrpose Of the STUAN oo smemmensmisiomesusvinmoss sssmmmnss s ke s s 44 AR R S R 43 2
1.4 Signifieatict ol the Sty .« commsrmmommmm amve s T T ea v 178 2
18 Dverview of the Stdy o amumnimmemnsicmomomamms mi o i o e S S 3
1.6 CONCIUSTON vavuiiaasmmimininsevviiriiiisiissstasis s i i sesTe T s888T00 80 000 bhH oS T e e T s i s SR 5
Chapter 2 ResearCh CONTEXE .......ciuiiiiiiiie i ecsiiss s s e st ee s e s s s sa bbb e e e e e s aees s s s s isn s b bsaeereeeee s s nnnnssennness 6
B0 (T o4 LRTo1 4 T SO OO PP 6
2.1 Brief history 0f BOISWANA ...oiivvirireeiiieaiiesr et sieeei e st saeessesesbae s ssessassaseesbenssbeennesaneesnessenens 6
2.2 Overview of Botswana Primary EAUucation ..........ccccoveiniiiiiiicciisn e 7
2.3 Literacy and reading across the curticulum ......ccccceieeniiiniiicni i e 9
2.4 Teachers’ professional development in the teaching of reading..........ccccovviiiiniiiccinnniiiiin 13
0] 1 (o] 3 T T 14
CHAPTER 3: LITERATURE REVIEW .civicssiiiainnisorionrrsovesivis s dvbvasiestbrvns s asssinsss oo dbon siiss fonbinsss i alis d svinia suuiv 15
B0 TOT RO B OO T v cowmosouses o0 v s v e W 0 T 4 S 4 G SO TR 08 15
3.1 REBUINE cvoncvensuwvavivs vessuvis vy svasssssassnsss stan vessesin coass s ks Lo i xis s i e 0 T 40 15
3.2 Theometical models of teading s masminisamso omssmsmee s o v s maarms s 16
3.2.1 Reading as @ COBNITIVE PIOCESS wuvveiiriiiaiiiirriieeias s ee e e e eeeeseee s s snnnnbbeneesaeeae s s snnnrbeenees 16
3.2.2 The bottom-up MOl .. .......iiiiiiiiiie e 17
3.2.3 The top-doWn MOAE] ....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ot e s e b e err s ssr s e ense e e s sreee s nrseessnaesnsnsessnnes 18
3.2.4 The Interactive Model OFf TEATINE .« ouxionmesonssosssssnsssnss ssnsnsssediasis S s s iaibs i WG Ao 19
3003 ISEHETIE T HEOTY oswovystumisionioes i s v s s v s 3 Vi s Do o oo BT s 20
8.2.6 The Simiple: View 0F REAHING:  cousunssmnssssssismsmio ssni i s s s Goiissis sy i mesismm e 22



3.2.7 Readingasa cons i e v S O CESS urrucoss sy ainan s cisionn swalonsss brosrss £osmsosswin iR £ L2028 E1E LTS 1488 24

3.2 8 Readingas:a SOOIl PrOBESS: auws vommyis sinn i eronmoamnes saisnsnsss smss s st ss ibssssinsss 408 1848802408 0002 25
1.3 The:phonics instruction COMPBVEIEY v wrrimmmmmsormamrssmsrsssrsusstas s srmasar consssesans spssessessassassonsserads 26
3.4 Theoretical thinking on cOmMpPreRenSioN ... 30
3.5 Social factors which influence reading development ...........ccovviiiniiii e 31

3.5.1 SOCTOECONOMIT STALUS 111euveeereeeireesuesvaeesreens e e e et esas e s e e s b s s as s b e st s ebes s e e eb e aas s e ae e e r b s snessss s e 31

3.5.2. Absence of hooks INITHE HOMIE . cvuneeriisessssrssnsssomsanassssnessons ssmssnscd G 8 sesss i iias s tosaint s svpwsvan 33

3.5.3 Value 0f SChool IDIArIES..iveieeesieeeeerieeerisre e e st e s ese e b e abesae e e e e aenirans 34

3.5.4 Links between enjoyment of reading and success in reading ........cccvieiiiiiinininnn 36
3.6 The relationship between L1 and L2 réading ...y asiamiissgoisis 36
3.7 From the literature review to the present StUdY ..o 39
3.8 Rentling Dot AN oo st s osmes saassssn ATy i vgres s ssx 304 PTG S50 S s e i 41
B0 T TUTT RN s wuons s o5 0s A S OV W A5 G T S D A A S S A P 44

CHAPTER 4 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiimmiiiimii s s sansssinnn 45
.0 TITOUIICTTONN s o vwuis cuvusinimasinsins svvss svessivinia e ¥os osis o0 i S CUaiE 4V o 649§ P VI Y 4 SRR e w52 45
A ety Patat FIIN o inmmrnssiss s senssmis et ssi s s 30 S R kLS o s A s i 5 i i A A8 8 45
4.2 Thie interpretive PArBAIEIN v e sssioarmiee ioerossmmns camssssaess nssssnss sty ohiesis st e s b shtp 88 SA88S8 46
4.3 The generation of qualitative data ... 48

4.4.0 ReSEArCh QUESHIONS .cuvuivriisrissisieriariisrnsnirsesess e ssessssessastesassssssans s seasnostasass shasss e sessnbbessssnsabines 49

441 Reseaieh ABSIBIT .onmanssmsrnsssmrrmasmonnsmessssanyanusnsssennes sk i6 8 Eyaih iSO PAR AT E i S AL VAT o AR 50

4.4, 2 SEAPTE OF This BIHON . coonesunnunss sesnsedssssi s Gasiiss o o TSR A48y TSR AT S TN 51
4. 8Dt G0l e et Om IS O IET v s e ios oo 55 s e N R SRS a sV S S 52

4.5, 1 T HE TrTCTVIBWS s cumus s sovsesis s s5sss s sy e 07 s savas vosv 40 63 T T3 T aVE Vo o4 638 AT St Vi T v 52

4.5.1.1 The semi-structured iNtErVIEW......ccoiiiiiiiin i e 53
4.5.1.2 Construction of the interview protocol.......cccc i 53
4.5.1.3 Piloting o the INBEmIBYY: cscconmmsvommissmarisammn s s sunumn rmesssa ors g st Smsas Gimpar (LASTs 8o 55
4.5.1.4 Conducting the INTEIVIEWS .....viieee e b 56
4.5.1.5 Stimulated recall INEEIVIEWS ...ccorvevierr e e e 57
4.5.1.6 Translation and transcription of the interviews .........cievvviiesie i 58

4:5.2 ClASSEOOM OBEEVATION v pwsssesesiaissisimsssimvesss vy sy vaasis s i ismes soarmin s il s G vassrivsvrrvPes vin 58

4.5.2.1 Construction of structured observation protocol......cc.ccceeiiiiniiiiin . 59

A



4.5.2.2 Process Of Classroom OBSerVatION. ......eciee e s oo e eesae et ieeereeeeeeesesaasieeeseseesssseene e 60

4.5.2.3 ANalYSis Of The INLEIVIEWS ..iiiiei ettt et e e ee e e eee e et e aeeeessrarans 61
4.5.2.4 Analysis of classroom 0BSEIVAtION ... 63

4.6 Trustworthiness of the SIUAY ... cucamssiimiimsiiiaiimiinmeisiomees e meansssestsssssassss sssesntonssnssssnnss 64
R L T—— 64
4002 TranSterabillly s vomsissmmssonsymess vaisniv s s oo Ri ST S TSR 43 Pk sesmes mraney Ao S SRRS SRR R0 64
463 Depertability....onmmnconsmmminssssssiasmresmm v s G I s s dsnseses 65
$.6:4 Confirmability. .o v i 1o s e s s s 65
4. T Bihical B80S . A e 65
4.8 Summary of methodological framework and methods ..........ccccoviiiiiiiiiccei s 67
CHAPTER FIVE: DATA FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW............ 68
5.0 TNIEOAUCTION 11ttt et e s e a e e s et s etene et eee s ene et anas 68
5.1 Teachers’ pedagogical beliefs and subject KnowWledge .........cccveviiiiiiiicceiiicce et 68
5.2 Teachers’ pedagogiCal PrACHICES ...viiuriierirriririerieresee ettt st et se s eesee e s esteneseennereeeans 74
5.3.1 The significance of knowing learners’ background in teaching reading..............cccvvrverirvrnnn. 75
5.3.2 The specified syllabus objectives for teaching reading...........cccocvveevieserciiers s 76
5.3.3 The teachers’ attributes that should be displayed when teaching reading.........cocooeevvevvvrinnnen, 77
5.3.4 The teaching strategies used by teachers to teach reading ..........ooocevviviviiieieiiceeeeee e 78
5.4 The challenges faced by teachers and children in the teaching of reading .........cccoevrvveeeririennn. 79
5.4.1 The challenges faced by children in learning how t0 read .........ivveiiiivimnersivsmismssisn 80
5.4.2 The challenges faced by teachers’ when teaching reading..........ccocovveviiviciiiiiiiiinicieeenn, 81
5.5 CONCIUSION 1ottt ettt a b ettt e bt ettt e e e en et e et e e e s eaneeseenenneene 83
CHAPTER SIX: INVESTIGATING CLASSROOM PRACTICES .....vvieeeeiviect et iit e e st ere e sta et e e e seaeeeean 86
0.1 INTFOUUCTION 1ttt ittt ettt et et b sb e e s e e e eneeneenennsensennaeteeeesessaaseesrens 86
6.2 Teachers’ ClassrOOIM PIACHCES ....ivirvirierieieste ettt ettt ettt ra st stssaestsssestsstesas st eneeeseessereens 86
6.2.1 The activation of prior KNOWIedge ........ccovvvicnriiiiiiiciccc et 86
6.2.2 The engagement of learners in the reading task.........coeeeeiieciriesi e 89
6.2.3 The teacher engages the learners in the construction of meaning from the text ............cc.o....... 90
6.2.4 The teacher gives the learners adequate time to engage in authentic reading tasks.................. 95
6.3 Thesolesftheteacherin thetemching of reathiE . ovssmmsnsmmnaammma s s 96

Vi



6.3.1 The teacher engages the learners in the development of phonemic awareness, phonics, and
fluency through a variety of authentic literacy opportunities, models and demonstrations................ 96

6.3.2 The teacher arranges schedule to provide extra time for struggling readers ........c.ccocvvververennnn. 99

6.3.3 The teacher used on-going assessments (formal and informal) to inform and change their daily
instruction, specifically to meet individual needs ... 100

6.4 Teachers’ teachingstratopies forcomprehension . ummswmsmspssssnassmssms i 101

6.4.1 The teacher engages learners in learning how to use comprehension strategies through

modelling, guided practice and independent Practice ..o sesssssssssssie 101
6.4.2 The teacher engages the learners in instruction to develop word recognition strategies......... 102
6.4.3 The teachervalues: the learners” understandingof Print.. s s 104
6.5 The role of Pre-service training .......ccoiivcviriineriiiesiscie st cteers st esssesstesre i 104

6.5.1 The teacher plans and implements instruction that corresponds to the curriculum and teachers

BUIAES 1ottt ettt s a e et e e e a e ea bR bbbt e e et e et e e en e e ne e anes 104
6.6 CONCIUSION 1.ttt ettt et ae et e e e b e sae s e ssane e st eaees b e st eb b sae s sensestene 104
CHAPTER SEVEN: TEACHERS’ PEDAGOGICAL SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE AND CLASSROOM PRACTICES: CASE

STUDIES ittt ettt eb et ek b e b e e e e et e emee e emeeerteemseesreserassebeeesbastesesn e e b e s ireaenes 107
7.0 INErOQUCTION vttt sr s et se e s e esasne s s en et sssebetssae s enseresennnnesennens 107
7.1 The three case studies and their classroom Practices ....uvuiriinenireneieeresiesre s eeseesseeeees 107
7.2 Presentation Of the data.......cocciieie ittt e et et ere sttt eenes 108
T2 a8 BIOF v i e st A uTass s s AreL VA eSS AR AR 108
7.2.2 Teachers’ pedagogical subject knowledge and practice of teaching reading ............c.ocooeveen. 108
7.2.3 The challenges that the teachers face when teaching reading........c.ooooveiieieniienniveiriiniennns 112
IR ST o 71 T o L AT 114
TBICASOISINIY L o sicomonvmisiorisnmani s s b S T AT B8 SRS SR R R S 115
7.3.1 Teacher’s pedagogical subject knowledge and practice in teaching reading............cccoveuenne. 115
7.3.2 The challenges that the teachers face when teaching reading...........ccceovveviiiiniieniieninenn, 119
7.3.3 COMMUMENES 11ttt ittt sb e e b st e s e eat e e e s e sseetb e e seesteeseeaeesneeeseaneennan 120

T S SIUAY T viiiiiisss s iaiiuiasians futsnvmns rantsennsya 1o 4sn s v 18nT8LS A3 £R08RS 08 HL0S BRS84S LSS EAR RO A SR bt £ o 194
7.4.1 Teacher’s pedagogical subject knowledge and practice in teaching reading.................coven... 121
7.4.2 The challenges that the teachers face when teaching reading..........ccocooevviiiesevicineieceresenas 125
B O T TIRETE B i s T S N A P s o AU AT TR 126

SR el (e [EL515) | R S O T O —— 126



CHAPTER B DIBEIISSTON 500005 u000imssas s 5050 0150655 55 asmmsn mooss s o1 5 20 435 P S S b A 127

L e G B ETIT—————— 127
8.1 Teachers’ classroom practices are not always consistent with their espoused pedagogical beliefs
atout Teaehinp reading . s mmrvmmmnm s e S ARt e et m s e 127
8.1L.1 Approachesused to toath reatling o s s i s i it merrrrmsrsnns 128
8.1.2 Integrating thelangeageskills .. couivesmmmsmnmmims s ms i s it mmns 130
YR T U USSR —— 131
8. 1.4 PhONICS APPIOACH ...ttt ettt e et e e et es et es e e ses e e ans 132
8. 1.5 Pre-reading SAtEZIES ..cvvivereviesreiseieec ettt ev e r et e et e et eseer et es e s eeeseesans 133
8.2 The role of the teacher in the teaching of reading ......vovevvvevviiieiiieee e s er e en e, 135
8.2.1 Teacher-learner classroom INEIACHION vovc.i..ive.iveeceiececs ettt e e ene s 135
8.2.2 QUEStIONING tECHNIGUE. .......ivieeet ittt sttt s e e e eeesreneaes 136
8.2.3 Issue of comtrol of IEAIMINEG......ceoei ittt se e aresr e e ane e eneeens 137
8.2.4 Cultural view of role of teachers and learners is different from child-centred pedagogy ....... 138
8.3 Teachers place more emphasis on decoding than comprehension...........ceevvceiicieeieceeeeseerenns 140
8.3.1 ‘SOUNGING OF WOTHS coovrisissmmmssiimimiimioismmissmsmnen ospaasassnes romss sorensssssssgmsstnssssssenssmomsnensesss 140
B.3.2 Comprehensinat Word IEvil ... iiiatis s ssssssssss st asse s psmmmmmstesssass 141
G 142
8.4 Thietcle T Pre-serviree UmE O e s s e R Seiins smammenns 143
BALL B RS TrlliinE . comnmmnnecna s e e o e R T ST S s 143
8.4.2 Teaching as GeNErAliStS.....ceovviiriiieiirtiieee ettt ettt et ee e et enes s e eeereeneasesereenas 145
8.5 CHAIENEES ...ttt ettt ettt et r e 146
8.5.1 Teaching and [€arNING IESOUITES....erviiveerririeeeiiiei ettt ee et e et e e e eeeee s 146
B0 T USIN s i5 S EEihmsmmmpmno s vssms st s o S A A R R A B 147
CHAPTER 9: IMPLICATIONS L IMITATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH.......... 149
9.0 IntroluCTO . cmsmmmmsmmsammmmim s 5 50505 RTS8 IR s nam e o A 1 1RSI e S 149
L T T TI— 149
9.2 Limitations imposed by the scale B The SIUAY e s s s nssnnnes 151
R LT T R e ISR —— 152
9.4 CONCIUSION <..vviviiii ittt s b sttt e et e e et e en et eaaeneneeneneanes 153
APPENAICES ..ottt sttt e eae et e et e et e et e ettt et e e re e er e e et ea et ane et te et et teree et e ere et e eeeere it 155



Appendix T INerview ProtoCo] ..ot et 155

Appendix 2: Sample transcript Of INEEIVIEW ........o.vuiueviveieesiciceee e e 156
Appendix 3: Sample transcript of interview codes from NViVO.....ccoovieeceririceriesseeeee e, 160
Appendix 5: Original observation Protocol by Madden, & Almasi, (2006 ..........ocoovrvevvrrereerererrsns 168
Appendix 6: Modified Observation ProtoCO]........co.vveveciiuceieieeeeeseeeeeee e ees e 170
APPENAIX 72 CONSENE FOM..cuitiiiiiieei ettt ettt ettt e et e e es e 171
RETRTIRTIVES  scinousssiensnss i i TS A0 V43 er» s mmnno s am i s s o s i i o RS SRS 173



List of Figures

Chapter 4
Figure 4.1: Assumptions underlying the qualitative methodology.......................... 51
Figure 4.2: The exploration process of the interview protocol..............oovvvvveeeoiiii. 57

List of tables

Chapter 4

Table 4.1: Outline of the research design...............oveeeuiieiiie e 52-53
Lable 4.2 SanplE DETHS eIl oo o o 5 s e ———————" 53-54
Table 4.3: parallel criteria for positivist and interpretative research........................ 66
Chapter 5

Table 5.1: Codes, their description and simple frequency counts, showing comments made for

CACK COMR ...ttt et er e ee e e e et 71

Table 5.2: Codes, their description and simple frequency counts, showing comments made for

BEETIOOIE st oo e s apasenstsmassss eSS B RS SE Eht ta 76-77

Table 5.3: Codes, their description and simple frequency counts, showing comments made for

CACK COUR 1.vviiiiicii ettt 81
Chapter 7
Table 7.1: Profile for the three participants ...........coeeeceeeueeeeeereereeeerereereseereeoeeesess 109



